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INTRODUCTION 


In India no two contiguous regions are tediously alike, or are 
physically or culturally so contrasted as to hinder the unity of the 
land framed by the high mountains and the seas. While physical 
aspects and cultural patterns overlap, each region has its special 
features that weave into the variety of India. 

Lying contiguously and bordering the Bay of Bengal, and drained 
by several rivers and their tributaries, West Bengal and Orissa offer 
some similarities in the rich tropical vegetation and in the habits of 
the people in their deltaic belts. Both the regions have their 
elevated tracts of rare beauty. Withal, each region has its 
distinctiveness. 

The political dicision that split the Indian sub-continent into two 
nations іп 1947 brought West Bengal into existence. It gave this 
State less than two-fifths of che area of undivided Bengal. 

West Bengal is a densely populated State. Its 87,617 sq. km. 
(33,829 sq. miles) are inhabited by 35 million people. In a little less than 
3 per cent of India's land area 8 per cent of her people live. Orissa has 
ап area of 155,823 sq. km. (60,164 sq. miles), and а population of 
over 173 million. Only one city, Cuttack, has a population of about 
150,000. 

When the tourist lands in Calcutta, he arrives at what was the first 
capital of the British raj in India and the ‘second city’ of the erstwhile 
British Empire. In over two and half centuries, Calcutta has grown 
from an obscure riparian village nexus into its present immense, 
complex form. Its splendid mansions, memorials of imperial rule, 
gardens and parks, galleries of art, libraries, busy mercantile and 
shopping centres will lay an irresistible claim on your time and 
tastes. Far removed from the hectic activities of a metropolis lies 
Darjeeling in the high hills where you can laze for days in deep 
rapture over the unmatched Himalayan scenery. Around Darjeeling 
you have unique spots for picnics and trekking. Bengal also offers 
you its share of antiquities and monuments, at Gaur and Pandua, 
Murshidabad and Bishnupur. 

While in Orissa, you are in the land of famed temples. This part 
of India witnessed the ancient arts of temple-building and stone- 
carving come to their full glory between the Већ and 13th centuries, 


at Bhubaneswar, Копагак and Puri. Fergusson calls this Orissan 
style of temple-building one of the complete styles of Indian 
architecture. As for Konarak, there are not many structures in India 
which can rival its stupendous Sun Temple in the speculative daring 
and artistic sensibility embodied in its creations in stone. 

In the present, India is erecting new monuments, and this part of 
the country has its share of them—at Durgapur, Chittaranjan, Hirakud 
and Rourkela. When you visit these spots, you see something of 
the daring and vision of a free people who are eager to improve 
thelr economic conditions іп order to live a fuller life. 

If you care to carry with you exquisite mementos or souvenirs, 
this region offers you a large variety to choose. Its delicate hand- 
woven silks and grass mats, colourful textiles, ivory miniatures, exotic 
Jewellery, figurines of gods, etc., bring to you samples of the skill 
bequeathed by India's ancient craftsmen. 


WEST BENGAL 


ЕС wig e 
Ес 3 = 2 
p EX 
атыла ЖА. 


GENERAL 


PHYSICAL FEATURES 


West Bengal stretches from the picturesque lower Himalayas in 
the north to the Bay of Bengal in the south. To the east lie East 
Pakistan and Assam, and to the west Bihar and Orissa. Nepal, 
Sikkim and Bhutan are its northern neighbours. Because of its direct 
access to the sea and strategic location on the national and inter- 
national air-links, West Bengal has always served as the big door tO 
India from the east. 

West Bengal's physiography has two natural divisions: the 
Himalayan north comprising the districts of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri 
and Cooch-Behar and the fertile alluvial Gangetic plain that stretches 
to the south of it. Darjeeling, the northern-most district, has 4 
maximum elevation of 3,658m. (12,000 ft.) above sea level and is the 
home of hardy, colourful hill people like the Gorkhas, the Lepchas 
and the Bhutanese. The Jalpaiguri and Cooch-Behar districts are 
low-lying areas watered by swift-flowing perennial rivers like the 
Tista, the Torsa, the Jaldhaka and the Rangit. 

The southern territory is a thickly-peopled level expanse of rice 
fields dotted with mango, coconut and plantain groves. The 
traveller will see hardly a bump in the landscape anywhere, but what 
relieves its flatness is the verdure of the country—belts of trees 
lining the rivers and streams, and clumps of bamboo in which the 
Villages are embowered. This vast alluvial plain is the creation of 
many rivers, the chief of which are the Bhagirathi and its tributaries 
—the Mayurakshi, the Damodar, the Kangsabati and the Rupnarayan- 


Тһе Bhagirathi (called Hooghly in its lower reaches) is itself а branch 
of the Ganga and provides for Calcutta its link with the sea. 

The rivers which have given life and fertility to Bengal also turn 
crazy and ferocious during the monsoons, Vast irrigation and hydel 
projects have been clamped on them to restrain their ferocity, and 
to use their waters to irrigate the farms and produce electricity. 
The Damodar Valley Corporation (an Indian counterpzrt of the 
U.S.A's Tennessee Valley Authority) harnesses the waters of the 
595-m. (370-mile) long Damodar river to bring vast bencfits to Bihar 
and West Bengal States. Іс administers a mighty project of which a 
series of dams, a network of irrigation and navigation canals and 
power stations are components. West Bengal has now the use of a 
new instrument of prosperity. The barrage at Durgapur, in West 
Bengal, known also for its modern steel plant, is the core of the 
D.V.C. scheme. Tourists who are on the look out for free India's 
achievements in this region should see the changing face of the 
Damodar Valley. It is best to start a tour of the Valley from 
Durgapur or Hazaribagh in Bihar. 

Bengal's deltaic lands, rich in alluvium, are among the most fertile 
regions in India. Agriculture is the back-bone of its economy and 
rice is the staple food of the people. They supplement it with fish 
which almost every Bengali eats even if he is a non-meat eater. 

Bengal is an important producer of coal, and the area around 
Raniganj and Barakar, almost on the border of Bihar, is known for 
its rich coal mines. The rail route from Howrah to Varanasi (Banaras) 
Passes through Bengal's richest industrial belt. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


Bengal which goes by the name of Gauda or Vanga in ancient 
Sanskrit literature was perhaps on the outer fringes of Vedic India. 
Its history, however, is by no means young. Bengal appears to have 
been the home of a well-defined culture when it attracted sages and 
kings from the Aryan settlements in the west as early as the 8th 
century B.C. Іп ancient India's epic literature, the Mahabharata, the 
King of Vanga is mentioned as an ally of the Kauravas in their war 
against the Pandavas (perhaps about 1000 B.C.). 

In the third century B.C. Bengal was 
of the vast empire of Chandragupta M 
Alexander. The Macedonians clubbed thi 
the Gangetic plain and called it Gangaridai. Bengal was evidently a 
Part of the prosperous empire of the Gupta Kings (4th to 6th 
centuries A.D.) and later of Emperor Harsha of Kanauj. 

The history of Bengal 


the eastern-most province 
aurya, a contemporary of 
s region with the rest of 


becomes clearer and more documented 
from about 800 A.D. when large parts of this region came under the 
Sway of the Buddhist Palas, а local dynast 
elected by the People. Some of them, 
and Mahipala, were xed large slices of 
territory in Bihar, Ori 

they maintained di 
Sri Vijaya. 
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artists from Bengal set the pattern for the architecture and Sculpture 
of Indonesia and Cambodia, Buddhist scholars crossed the Himalayas 
to Tibet carrying with them the message of the Buddha. 

In the [Ith century most of western and southern Bengal came 
under the rule of a new dynasty in the wake of an invasion by the 
Cholas from the south in 1023. This new dynasty, known as the 
Senas, held sway for nearly a century until Bengal succumbed to 
Muslim invasion. Опе of these Sena kings is credited by Bengal 
tradition with having amended the rigours of the existing caste 
System. Bengal’s great Sanskrit poet, Jayadeva, author of the 
Gita Govinda, flourished at the court of King Lakshmana Sena 
(12th century), 

The Senas, who ruled from their capital at Nadia, were driven 
Out in 1202 after a surprise attack by Mohammed Khilji, a commander 
of the Delhi Sultan Qutb-ud-din. Bengal thereafter continued to be 
8 province of the Delhi Kingdom until 1337 when the ruling 
Governor, Fakhr-ud-din, broke away from the Central authority and 
declared himself independent. It continued to be so until Akbar 
the Mughal annexed it after a war in 1576. With the death of 
Aurangzeb in 1707 the vast Mughal empire, held together by the 
Power of his sword and the prestige of his ancestors, splintered, and 
Bengal too joined the ranks of the dissident provinces. Siraj-ud 
daula, the last independent ruler of Bengal, was defeated by the 
English at Plassey in 1757, and Bengal went under British rule until 
it emerged into independence as part of India and Pakistan. 

In the tangled story of modern India Bengal hasall along been a 
Sensitive Spot. It was on its fertile plains that the adventurous 
traders from England acquired a thirst for political power. Bengal 
became the first big chunk of Indian territory to pass under British 
rule, 

Bengal was among the first, too, to receive the impact of English 
education. The fateful century that commenced with the battle 
of Plassey and ended with the storming of Delhi (1857) also led 
to another great event, full of portent for India's future. The 
University of Calcutta was founded in 1857, the year in which the 
Madras and Bombay Universities were also established. Bengal, 
more especially Calcutta, became a torch-bearer of India's 
awakening, 

The new consciousness resulted in the birth of several reform 
Movements in Bengal. Ram Mohan Roy (1770-1833), a man of vast 
learning and persuasive eloquence, also a friend of Jeremy Bentham, 
SPearheaded the assault on the isolationism of Hindu orthodoxy. He 


founded the Brahmo Samaj or divine society, а reforming theistic 
movement to which the distinguished Tagore family added the 
strength of their prestige. He helped found the Hindu College and 
the first modern Indian newspaper. 

Among the other great reform movements which Bengal cradled 
was the Ramakrishna movement. Ramakrishna Paramahamsa (the latter, 
а spiritual title), who lived from 1834-1886 was ап unassuming 
Brahmin priest who delved into the spirit of other great religions 
and ultimately found his faith in the oneness of God. His famous 
disciple, Swami Vivekananda (1862-1902) gave social content to his 
master's teachings by preaching the value of self-effort and service. 
His impassioned call to his countrymen to take pride in their heritage 
and unite in a common destiny found its echo in the heart of 
every опе. It was not till 1905, when Lord Curzon tried to split 
Bengal into the Hindu West and Muslim East that the British 
Government woke up to the reality of Indian 
thundering protest sprang from all over Bengal and ti 
was compelled to revoke its decision. 

The awakening that was kindled in the twenties 
came to permeate every fibre of Ben, 
music, art and education. Nobel 
(1861-1941) was the finest product of 


nationalism. A 
he Government 


of the last century 
gal's cultural life—its literature, 
Laureate Rabindranath Tagore 
this renaissance. 


CULTURE AND CRAFTS 


The Bengalis take their festivals seriously. Their most important 
festival is the Durga Puja which occurs in September-October. This 
is followed by Kali Puja which synchronizes with Diwali, the Hindu 
Festival of Lights all over the country. From the beginning of Durga 
Puja until the close of Diwali, the festive mood captures the entire 
Population of Bengal. 

The Durga Puja is a solemn, four-day festival when every Bengal 
home worships Durga, the Divine Mother, who embodies cosmic 
energy. Every locality in the towns and the villages sets up a centre 
of Worship where the image of Durga is installed. After the custo- 
тағу worship is over, the clay images are taken in procession to the 
Sea or the nearest river and immersed. 

The Kali Puja is another important aspect of Bengal's life. Goddess 
Kali is a Hindu symbol of strength, sustenance as well as destruction. 
She is also the benign Mother. The occurrence of Kali Puja on the 
Same day as Diwali lends to it colour and grandeur. The Diwali 
commemorates the defeat of the forces of darkness and decay by the 
forces that represent light and prosperity. In translating this 
Symbolic idea into life the Hindus turn every home and locality into 
а paradise of lights. Thousands of wick lamps or candles or electric 
lights will sparkle in every part of every town and Calcutta will 
Present a most unforgettable spectacle on the Diwali night. Endless 
Streams of people visit the shrines at Kalighat, Thanthania and 
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Dakshineswar to offer worship to Goddess Kali. The worship. ues 
the image is taken in a procession after nightfall and immersed in the 
а are among the most artistic people in India. Their 
sensitivity to colour and lines finds rich expression in a variety of 
mediums. Some of India's most celebrated film artistes and produ- 
cers, musicians, dramatists and painters are Bengalis. 

Тһе souvenir-hunter will find in Bengal a large variety of 
handicraft products ranging from delicate hand-woven silks to 
grass mats so fine in texture that they could be mistaken for silk. 
Krishnanagar, about 100 km. (62 miles) from Calcutta, has a repu- 
tation for clay dolls and toys. Ivory carving is an ancient handicraft 
and is practised by craftsmenall over Bengal. Equally ancient is 
Bengal's mat-weaving industry and an amazing variety of mats is 

. Produced from grass. The finest quality mats, called ‘Masland’ can 
be used for wall decorations and as bedspreads. Pottery and leather 
crafts, though of more recent origin, have provided a new and 
exciting medium to the talented Bengali craftsmen. А wide range 
of painted aad glazed pottery and artistic leather products manu- 
factured in Bengal have found a wide market in India. The Silpa 
Bhavan in Srinikatan (near Santiniketan) trains a number of crafts- 


men in these arts and conducts experiments with new colours 
and designs, 


The best place to buy Bengal's handicrafts 
State Government maintains an emporium 
The New Market itself is a famous shopping се 
anything from hair-pins to diamond rings. 
however, is the heart of the City, 
some of the choicest jewels that | 
string of matched Oriental pearls to 

When you are in Darjeeling, that romantic Himalayan town, you 
will find that your taste for exotic souvenirs is tickled beyond all 


expectations. In the tiny shops that line its narrow cobbled streets 
are displayed a wide range of curi 


is Calcutta where the 
near the New Market, 
ntre where you can buy 
The main shopping area, 
around Park Street, It offers 
ndia produces ranging from a 
big sapphires. 


os, mostly Tibetan: Silver 
trinkets, exotic chunky jewellery set with Tibetan turquoise, 
perfume vials, Tibetan brass boxes with co 


ррег knobs, Tibetan masks, 
of the Buddha, and ет- 
ch can brighten up your 


wall hangings, gilded and bronze statues 


broideries, and a host of other things whi 
drawing room, 
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Calcutta is the home of almost every branch of Indian sport and, 
depending on the season, you can watch some of India's finest teams 
play cricket, soccer, rugger, hockey, polo and tennis. April and 
May are the months for hockey when the season's most important 
tournament, the Brighton Cup Championship is played. The 
monsoon months are noted for soccer and rugger. The soccer 
season begins about the end of May and continues till October 
«while rugger takes over for a brief while, when the high goal posts 
go up on the Calcutta Football Club's splendidly maintained ground, 
and is played during the months of August, September and 
October". 

Calcutta provides high quality horse-racing. During the winter 
season Calcutta's magnificently appointed Royal Calcutta Turf Club 
draws large crowds. The beautiful Eden Gardens are usually venue 
for Test Matches around Christmas. Ranji Trophy Matches for the 
National Championship are also held about this time. Besides, the 
National Lawn Tennis Championship of India is also held about this 
time on the lawns of the Calcutta South Club and the tourist may be 
lucky also to see a foreign team in action. From the middle of 
December till the first week of January Polo is also played and 
some of India's most eminent players can be seen participating 
in the matches. 

If you wish to be something more than 
ask your travel agent to arrange for an intr 
South Club while golfers can play at the 


and the Tollygunge Club. И 
It is possible that you are а keen oarsman, and in that case the 
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а mere spectator you сап 
oduction to the Calcutta 
Royal Calcutta Golf Club 


Dhakuria Lakes are just the place for you. Rowing clubs dot 
their shores and rowing championships are frequently held on their 
waters. There is also a public swimming pool on the eastern side of 
the main lakes. 

A new entertainment for which the Dhakuria Lakes have been 
known in recent years is a type of water ballet designed and staged 
by the Indian Life Saving Society. Well known sequences from Indian 
mythology, history, lyrics, drama and natural phenomena provide 
themes for this interesting form of entertainment in which the 
movements of limbs are co-ordinated and synchronized into beautiful 
rhythmic patterns. The ballets are staged frequently during the 
tourist season and the shows are often repeated on successive 
evenings on popular demand. 

The reservoir of the Maithon Dam which is about four hours" 


drive on the National Highway from Calcutta offers excellent sailing 
facilities. This is a ne 


WILD LIFE AND SHIKAR 


About an hour's drive from the city to its outskirts will take you 
to excellent snipe grounds around the big lakes that surround the 
city. Poaching and netting have no doubt reduced wild duck 


and rhinoceros. The rhino, however, 
authorities as they area Vanishing speci 
is permitted than shooting with cameras. 
or a leopard or a deer, you have to 
shooting is permitted only within certain f. 


orest blocks declared for 
the purpose every season by the Forest Departm 


West Bengals wild life Sanctuaries, famous for their tigers, 
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leopards, barking deer and sambhar, are situated in the Darjeeling 
and Jalpaiguri districts in the Himalayan foothills, and Cooch-Behar 
and Sundarbans areas. The most visitable of these sanctuaries is the 
Jaldapara forest in the Jalpaiguri District. This 93-54. km. (58-54. mile) 
forest is also the habitat of the rhinos, swamp hog and barking deer 
and wild pig. An occasional wild elephant can also be seen besides 
tigers and bears. The nearest railway station to the sanctuary is 
Hashimara on the railway line which connects north Bengal with Assam. 
Hashimara has also ап airstrip and bi-weekly or thrice-weekly поп- 
scheduled flights connect it with Calcutta. The best time to visit 
is November-April. There isa Tourist Bungalow ас Barodabri and 
visitors can have tea, lunch and dinner arranged for them on prior 
intimation to the authorities concerned. 

Close to the Chapramari Railway Station on the North-East 
Frontier Railway is another small sanctuary with bisons, elephants, 
cheetal, tigers and leopards. It has a Forest Rest House but catering 


has to be specially arranged for with the help of the keeper of the 
Rest House. 


TRAVEL TIPS 

Tourists will find a large part of the year favourable to visit 
Calcutta and its suburbs. The rains which occur between June and 
September are not incessant, and except for the coid season from 
November to February, Calcutta is generally hot. The best season 
to visit Calcutta is October-March. The season for Darjeeling is 
April to May and October to November. 

English, in addition to Bengali language, is spoken by the educated 
people, and is understood by hotel attendants, taxi-drivers, tourist 
guides, and shop-keepers. Bengali and Hindi are spoken by the masses. 

Calcutta (Howrah) is directly connected by rail with almost all the 
cities of India. Тһе State is served by many rail routes, the principal 
ones being the Calcutta-Delhi, the Calcutta-Bombay, the Calcutta- 
Madras and the Calcutta-Murshidabad lines. Trains for Darjeeling 
and Assam start from Sealdah, a second railway station in the city. 

The air services operated by the Indian Airlines Corporation 
connect Calcutta with the major cities of India, while a number of 
international airlines link it with all important parts of the world. 

Inside the city, taxis offer, at reasonable fare, a comfortable mode 
of transport, besides the very efficient services run by the State-owned 
buses and trams. 

West Bengal has a fine network of 13,680 km. (8,500 miles) of 
surfaced roads, which make road travel enjoyable, except during rains, 
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PLACES ОҒ INTEREST 
CALCUTTA 


of room. From sunrise to well after dark over a million people are 
on the move—by trams, buses, cars and taxis, cycle rickshaws, regal 
ог just pedestrians, 
Beneath this seeming confusion order Prevails everywhere, 

re across the Hooghly, 
People—about three 
burbs Calcutta (about 
f over five million, as 
Calcutta is massive in size, 
It is the second biggest city in 


million of them. Together with its industrial su 
425 sq. km. or 164 54. miles) has a population о 
many as live in the whole of Cambodia, 
in population, and so in its problems, 
the Commonwealth, 

Calcutta: admits of по easy generalizations, 
city of contrasts, Commerce and a vast industri 
it its affluence and its slums, Its broad avenues, fine buildings and 
extensive gardens have given it the look of a great capital, which in 
fact it was till 1911 when the British Viceroy moved his headquarters 
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The people of Calcutta have a strong, ingrained sense of history. 
However distasteful as imperial symbols, the public did not attempt a 
wholesale removal of British-built monuments even during their most 
impassioned outbursts of anti-colonialism. They made an exception, 
however, of the Black Hole Monument which they found particularly 
repugnant. Led by Subhash Chandra Bose, that inveterate opponent 
of the British Empire, the people of Calcutta demanded its removal, 
and in 1940 the Government removed the obelisk from its original 
location at the Dalhousie Square to the premises of St. John's Church. 

The tenderness with which the citizens cherish the memory of 
humble persons is often touching. There are, for instance, the 
Chidam Modee's Lane, named after a grocer; the Punchee Dhobani 
Gully, named after a laund2ress; the Gulu Ostagar Lane, named after 
a tailor; the Akhil Mistri Lane, named after a mechanic; and the Panchu 
Khansama Lane, named after a cook. 

For a country which counts its history in millenniums, Calcutta is 
Mw Young. ltapproaches nowhere, for instance, Delhi or Madurai 
Ме te E Job Charnock, an English merchant, with adventure in 
пет + ( d a Hindu widow after rescuing her from the 
ien E o i er husband) founded this city in 1690 on what were 
Кан коња + EN y villages on the Hooghly—Sutanuti, Govindapur and 

.* In 1696 Sir John Goldsborough obtained leave (on payment 
of Rs. 16.000) of the Mughal Governor, Azim-u-Shan, to build a fort in 
Kalikata (west of Dalhousie Square) which he named after William Ш, 
the ruling King of England? The Mughal Viceroy’s firman also 
empowerd the English to levy customs and taxes on the local 
inhabitants, and the first English Collector was appointed in 1700. 


Thi the nucleus of a great city and with it, of English power, 
bs built, fed by commerce that flowed smoothly along the Hooghly 


served a vast hinterland. In 1717 the Mughal Emperor 
eee the English to buy 38 more villages contiguous to 
alcutta, which added both to Calcutta's population and prestige. 
e By 1756 Calcutta was a populous, flourishing centre of English 
rage es But it started receiving a modern look only after 
05 when a Town Improvement Committee and Lottery Commi- 


“Ву a slight twist of the foreigner's tongue Kalikata became 
He porem scuta, There are т ле tough who contest 
which ar Y: and trace the name to lime kilns (Kal Kat in Bengali) 

Le е said to have once existed here in plenty. 

I. pd does not exist today except for a small 
a model of it i: сле compound of the General Post Office. Вис 
It 15 on exhibition in the Queen Victoria Memorial. 
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The Howrah Bridge, Calcutta 


rattee were set up. Funds raised from seling lottery tickets 
financed the construction of most of the streets and avenues that 
crisscross metropolitan Calcutta today. Underground drainage 
came in 1859 and the city's water supply scheme, a year later. 
Trams, first drawn by horses, were introduced іп 1873 and steam 
traction replaced the hapless beasts nine years later. The first 
electric trams appeared in 1902. 

The early history of Calcutta is the story of the rise of 
British power in northern India. Siraj-ud-daula, hurt by their 
defiant attitude, drove the British out of Calcutta in 1756. Those 
who were left behind were captured by him and were said to 
have been confined in what has come to be known as the Black Hole 
of Calcutta. * Robert Clive arrived wlth his troops from Madras 
early in 1757 and retook the Fort. By a queer combination of luck, 
bravado and chicanery he was able to vanquish the Nawab's army 
on the historic plains of Plassey. The English acquired large slices 
of territory adjacent to Calcutta and became thereafter the real 
rulers of this fertile province. 


Howrah 


Whether you reach Calcutta by air or road, you should visit 
the railway terminus at Howrah. It is the nerve-centre of Calcutta's 
transport system. |t throbs with hurrying people, thousands of 
them at a time. On busy days, which number 365 іп а year, the 
railway station explodes with activity from eight in the morning 
to eleven at night. Suddenly, as by a magic wand, all movement 
comes to astop. After midnight there are neither in-coming nor 
Out-going trains. 

Emerging from the railway station, you are confronted \ 
the impressive sight of the Howrah Bridge. This intricate 
Web of gray girders stretches a full 655 m. (2,150 ft.) across 
the Hooghly. It is made up of a central suspended span 172 m. 
(564 ft.) long and two cantilever arms, 143 m. (468 ft.) in length. 
The tower rises to 90 m. (295 ft.) from the road level. The 
bridge, which cost £ 2.5 million and took six years to build, 
Was opened to traffic in 1943. Тһе predecessor of the present 
Howrah Bridge was а 465-m. (1,528-ft.) long floating bridge 
constructed in 1874. 


ronted with 


* Some scholars have challenged the historical accuracy of this 
tragedy. Everyone is, however, agreed that Siraj-ud-daula ga not 
confine them deliberately іп а cell so that they might perish. 
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Chowringhee | 
Chowringhee is an ideal point from which to start your city 
sight-seeing tour. Along the Chowringhee road are situated some 
of the city's best hotels, restaurants, cinemas and clubs. | 
Chowringhee has а personality, all its own. It is an epitome 
of urban India: here you will find people from practically every 
part of the country. They jostle Burmese, Chinese, Europeans and 
tourists of many nationalities. The evening in Chowringhes, 
ablaze with neon-lights, is always lively and what account partly 
for its liveliness are the cabaret and floor-shows available at the 
leading hotels. The Pavements are thick with people, inching 
their way to restaurants, cinema halls, ог book stalls, or just 
strolling. 
Fort William and the Maidan 


Fort William is a Stormy chapter in India's h 
monument. The Old Fort of 1696 was the centre of British power in 
Bengal in its nascent days of profitable commerce and political 
intrigues. At Fairlie Place, which represents the north side of the 
Old Fort, is a tablet which Says that "it marks the situation of the 
North Gate through which Siraj-ud-daula entered the Fort on the 
evening of 20th June, 1756". The Fort гесакеп by Clive was later 
abandoned and destroyed because it had proved too vulnerable, 

The present octagon-shaped Fort William, commenced іп 1757 
and completed 24 years later, is a fine specimen of eighteenth 
century military architecture, The vast open space that surrounds 
the Fort on the north, east and south is the beautiful Maidan, which 
the fort-builders deliberately kept clear of buildings to be able to 
train guns on the enemy in the event of attack. Capable of 
garrisoning 10,000 troops, the Fort was, however, never attacked at 
any time, and notasingle shot has been fired from its ramparts. 
The Fort has now a swimming pool, Parade and football grounds, 
boxing stadium, telegraph office, bazar and cinema. Right in the 
centre is the Anglican St. Peter's Church, built in 1828, About a 
hundred yards from it is the St, Patrick's Roman Catholic Chapel, 
opened in 1859, 

The Maidan, about four kilometres long and half as broad, is the 
lung through which overpopulated Calcutta breathes. In its open 
Spaces, covered by lawns, shaded by handsome trees and dotted with 
equestrian statues and memorials, the People of Calcutta seek fresh 
air and an escape from the bustle of the city. The Maidan isa 
conventional venue for a number of Sports-meets—foot ball, cricket, 


istory, not a mere 
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Chowringhee, Calcutta 


The Victoria Memorial, Calcutta 


golfand horse-races. From here, also, many a political orator has 
thundered his protest against foreign rule. Ceremonial Military and 
Police parades take place on a part of the Maidan, known as the 
Brigade Parade Ground. Іп the north-west corner lie the Eden 
Gardens, (established in 1836) famous 
considered among the finest in India, It contains, besides, pleasant 
walks, shrubberies, a large artificial lake and a ride for equestrians. 
Large, undulating lawns stretch on all sides, and in winter and spring 
its multi-hued flower beds, tropical palms and murmuring fountains 
lend special charm. The garden is noted 2150 for its quaint Burmese 
Pagoda which was bodily removed from Prome in 1854 and trans- 
planted here. 

On the south of the Maidan is the triangular Race Course, one of 
the finest in India, Calcutta has four Tace-meets from November to 
March, and a Monsoon Meeting (of shorter duration) from August to 
September. The Calcutta Races are very popular with the fans, for 
it is here that the races for the Queen Elizabeth II Cup and the Blue 


Riband of the Indian Turf are held, besides several other famous Cup 
events, 


for its cricket pitches, 


Victoria Memorial 


To the south of the Maidan are also the Military Station and 
Presidency General Hospitals. But of real interest to the tourist is 
the impressive Queen Victoria Memorial—a fabulous structure in 
white marble—and considered to rank among the great buildings in 
modern India. Lord Curzon, the British Viceroy from 1899-1905, 
conceived the Memorial. The Prince of Wales (later George V) laid 
its foundation stone, and architect Sir William Emerson designed it, 
The funds to build it with were subscribed gladly by the Rajas and 
Maharajas of India. The Present Duke of Windsor, as 
Wales, formally opened it on 28th December, 1921. 

As you approach the Memorial from the lion 
will pause to look at the striking bronze statu 
Sculptured by Pomeroy. The Viceroy stands fac 
Queen, surrounded by grou 
Famine Relief, Peace and Commerce, the main 
British rulers in India. Inside the compound and i 
9f the marble Memorial is the bro 
Wearing the Robes of the Order of th 
Pedestal is of green marble and its bas 
Panels in bronze de 

The Memorial, 


Prince of 


“guarded gate you 
€ of Lord Curzon 
ing his Sovereign 
ps of statuary symbolizing Agriculture, 
preoccupations of 
n the foreground 
nze statue of Queen Vict 
e Star of India. 

е is decorated уу 
picting gorgeous State processions. 
designed chiefly in the Renaissance Style with 
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Oria, 
The imposin 
ith bas-relief 


traces of Saracenic influence, is а high-domed structure designed Eo 
embody all that was thought to be permanent and noble in British 
rule. The white grandeur in which the building is clothed is due to 
its highly polished marble facing, the marble having been brought all 
the way from Makrana in Jodhpur, a thousand miles away. 

In the Royal Gallery (to the right side) is a collection of paintings, 
gifted by King Edward VII, representing events in the life of the 
Queen. Queen Victorias piano and writing desk dominate the 
centre of the room. On the south wall hangs Verestchagin's master- 
piece depicting the State entry of King Edward VII into Jaipur 
(in 1876) when he was the Prince of Wales. Оп the opposite side of 
the entrance hall is а fine collection of statuary and paintings of 


British dignitaries and гоуа! personages and a rare collection of 
Persian manuscripts, 


In the Queen's Hall, right beneath the dome, is а marble statue 


of the eighteen-year old Queen, and in the marble recesses of the 
walls all round are engraved in several languages her proclamations 


to the people of India. A remarkable piece of workmanship are the 
two bronze doors of the Queen's Hall. 


The Durbar Hall on the left contains a very interesting collection 


of historical antiquities, There are paintings of the Bengal European 
Fusiliers which fought in many engagements from the Battle of Plassey 
onwards to the storming of Delhi in 1857. There are fine water colour 
Sketches, Atkinson's drawings depicting scenes of the Indian Mutiny, 
Daniell's views of old Calcutta (1786-88) and a stamp collection. The 
most interesting exhibit is the historic throne, of black stone, of the 
Nawabs of Bengal. |t was upon this throne that Clive seated his 


Stooge Nawab Mir Jaffar after the Battle of Plassey and offered him his 
formal salute. 


The Victoria Memorial* has s 
and engravings of Indian scenery 
India, of Rudyard Kipling (by Bu 


sworn enemy. (Мипсотаг, 

tried and executed). 
Adjacent to the Victoria Memorial, at the extreme south-east of 

*The Victoria Memorial is open on all days е 

10 A.M. to 5 Р.М. between April and October, and up to 4 P.M. only 

from November to March. An entrance fee 


of 25 P is charged for 
adults and 12 Р for children below Seven. On Friday these rates 
are doubled, 


xcept Monday, from 
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the Maidan is the impressive St. Paul's Cathedral, opened in 1846. Its 
spire, 61 m. (200 ft.) high, survived the great earthquake of June 12, 
1897, but the steeple collapsed. Re-built, it again fell in the earth- 
quake of 1934 and was restored on the design of the Bell Harry Tower 
at Canterbury. 

Driving northward along the Red Road from the Victoria Memorial 
you pass by several relics of British power in India: the statues of 
Lord Dufferin, Lord Mayo, Lord Kitchner and others, the Cenotaph, 
the Ochterlony Monument and the Government House. The 
Ochterlony Monument, a 46:3-m. (152-ft.) high column, was built in 
1828 in honour of Sir David Ochterlony, the hero of the Nepal War 
(1814-16). Viewed from atop the column Calcutta unfolds a fine 
panoramic view, 

The Government House (now called Raj Bhavan) is the o; 
dence of the State's Governor. 
Derbyshire, the Government Ho 
quess Wellesley (of the last Mysore War fame in which 
his life and kingdom) and finished in 1802. 


Dalhousie Square 


The Dalhousie Square, 
bosses lived in feudal spl 
commerce. There is no i 


Where once the Nawabs and the English 
endour, is the nerve-centre of Calcutta's 


mportant bank without its branch here, and 


Memorial to Job Charnock, 
founder of Calcutta, at 
St. John’s Church 


no commercial enterprise of some significance without its office. А 
tank in the middle of the square relieves the drab down-to-earth 
atmosphere of this commercial area. Reflected in its clear waters are 
many imposing buildings—of the General Post Office, the Telephone 
Exchange, the Government Secretariat, the Stock Exchange, the 
Reserve Bank and the Writers' Buildings, to mention a few. The 
Writers’ Buildings, built in 1880, replaced a range of old ones, pro- 
bably mud structures built in the Old Fort in 1776 to accommodate 
the junior Writers of the East India Company. It now houses a part 
of Bengal Government's Secretariat. The site now occupied by the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce was once occupied by the house where 
Robert Clive lived. British tourists who trace their ancestry to the 
victims of the Black Hole will be interested to know that the site of 
this tragedy is marked by a tablet at the north-east corner of the Post 
Office. The guard room measuring 67 m. (22 ft) by 43 m. (I4 ft.) 
in which 146 English captives were supposed to have been shut up by 
Siraj-ud-daula in 1756 is gone. But Lord Curzon paved the spot with 
black marble in memory cf those who perished here. aj 
East of the Dalhousie Square is Mission Row with its Old Mission 
Church built by the celebrated Swedish Missionary, Johann Zacharia 
Kiernanader. He sold his wife's jewels to found a school and spent 
his last days іп penury. The Mission Row is one of Calcutta 5 oldest 
streets where stood houses (now marked by tablets) occupied by 


Members of Warren Hastings’ Council. 


St. John’s Church 


St. John’ -west of the Dalhousie Square, was 
ohn's Church, to the south-w 人 人 eg 1815. 


à chapel when it was opened in 1787 and bec rock 
The structure, built on the lines of St. Stephen's Church at Wal ro Ы 
is on that account interesting. But tourists аге attracted toit uds 
especially for the two memorials located in its premises the | ee 
Hole of Calcutta Memorial and that of Job Charnock, the founde 


Calcutta, 


Nakhoda Mosque i 
Driving further north of the Dalhousie along the narrow с 

Road with its slow-moving tram cars, trudging bullock. carte ui me 

cattle and any number of hawkers, you come tg the Майн | EG 

а magnificent Indo-Saracenic structure. Its vast prayer hal ic dome 

mmodate 10,000 people. The Mosque is crowned by a majes ic 

and its two minarets soar to 47-9 m. (157 ft). 
To the east of Nakhoda Mosque is the Uni 
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versity of Calcutta, the 


Mr cutie 


The house of Poet Tagore, оп Jorasanko Lane, Calcutta 


«— Nakhoda Mosque, Calcutta 


cradle of modern India's renaissance. Known more for the history it 
made than its architecture, it has produced some of India's outstand- 
ing intellectuals and social reformers. То the east of the famed 
College Square is the Calcutta Branch of the Mahabodhi Society. 


Tagore’s Birth Place 


Further up the road is No. 6, Jorasanko Lane, the house where 
Rabindranath Tagore was born. He was the flower of the 19th 
century Bengal renaissance and was a versatile poet, Prose-writer, 
novelist and artist who drank deep at the fountains of Eastern 
wisdom and Western thought. As an educationist India remembers 
him at Santiniketan where he founded the Viswa-Bharati University. 
India remembers him too, in its National Anthem which he 
composed. Тһе Jorasanko Contains an interesting collection of 
photographs on the life and activities of the great poet, 


Marble Palace 


certainly had better days. 
the Palace hides an 
Statuary, plaster cast: 
of exotic origin, big-si 


furniture—all gathered together inside its spacious halls. It has a 


aintings among which are a few originals of Rubens, 
nolds and some other well-known artists, 
The Indian Museum 


If from St. Paul’s Cathedral you drive Straight north along the 
Chowringhee Road, Past the Bengal Club (originally the residence 
of Lord Macaulay), the Asiatic Society and the U, s, Club, you come 
to the Indian Museum Which is a tourist ‘must’, |t is a massive 
building built (in 1875) in the premises of the old Royal Asiatic 
Society of Bengal whose regal prefix has now been shed. Established 
in 1814 to house the rich collections of archaeological relics and 
zoological and geological Specimens, it quickly expanded into a 
rich treasure-house of knowledge. With the Passing of the Indian 
Museum Act of 1866 it received Statutory recognition of its status as 
an important national institution. The galleries of the museum 
devoted to zoology, geology, archaeology, pre-history, agriculture, 
history and art contain Some of the rarest collections in the world. 
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Many art exhibitions are held іп this museum іп winter, including 
that of the Academy of Fine Arts. 

The Asiatic Society of Bengal is of interest to oriental scholars and 
its library is well worth a visit. The Society was founded in 1784 
by Sir William Jones, a master of several oriental languages, under the 
patronage of Warren Hastings, the first Governor-General of Bengal. 


Kalighat 
Going south from the Museum you come to the thickly populated 
Bhowanipur and Kalighat area. The latter locality derives its name 


White Tiger in the Calcutta Zoo 


from the temple of Goddess Kali here. Тһе temple, believed to 
have been built in 1809, is a (27-4-т. ог 90-ft.) high structure with a 
double-canopy-shaped roof. To the west of Kalighat is Ballygunge, 
a locality of recent origin inhabited mostly by middle class Bengalees. 


Zoological Gardens 


The Calcutta Zoo, between the Alipore and Diamond Harbour 
Road, is one of the chief attractions of the city. Its popularity, not 
confined merely to the Picnicking Calcuttans, stems from the fact 
that it has the richest collection of birds, 


animals and reptiles in 
India. The Zoo owes its origin to the persistent representations 


of learned institutions like the Asiatic and Agri-Horti-Cultural 
Societies, The Gardens, now occupying an area of 18:2 hectares 
(45 acres), were inaugurated in 1876 by Edward УП when he came 
here as the Prince of Wales. Of special interest in the Zoo are 
the Reptile House, the *Gubbay House' which houses a variety of 
monkeys, apes and baboons, and the famed white tigers recently 
acquired at a fabulous price from the Maharaja of Rewa. They were 
born in June 1960 of a male white tiger captured from a Madhya 
Pradesh forest іп 1951 and a normal yellow tigress of Rewa strain. 


Belvedere 


Adjacent to the Zoo 


» to the south-west of the Maidan, is 
Belvedere, 


formerly the temporary residence of the British Viceroy 
but now known for its National Library. It has a collection of 
more than one million books and a fine reading room, 


The Hooghly and the Strand 


A walk or drive along the Hooghly can be quite rewarding. 
The river which has been the life-line of Calcutta ever since its 
inception and has succoured its growth, does not Present a front 
which can be called by any means beautiful. But here the tourist 
can see what Hooghly has meant for Bengal. On its tardy, chocolate- 
brown waters ply steam launches and country boats in their scores, 
carrying jute to the hundreds of jute mills on both banks of the river, 
The Strand Road packed with warehouses, factories and banks on 
one side and anchored ships on the other, Presents a striking view 
after dusk. The sunset on the Hooghly is a familiar subject for 
photographers and artists. 

The Diamond Harbour, about 50 km. 
along the Hooghly, has an Old Fort and a Cı 
days the ships of East India Company used t 


(31 miles) from Calcutta 
ustom House. In olden 
o anchor here, 


The Dakshineswar Kali Temple, Calcutta -” 


Belur Math 


Although the river Hooghly is deprived of much of its natural looks 
by the smoke and din produced by the factories, there are still some, 
almost idyllic, spots on it where mind can seek quiet, restful moments. 
Belur, about ten kilometres north of Calcutta, is one such. 

Calcutta was the centre of one of the great religious reform 
movements of modern Hinduism and the monk who brought it about 
was Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. He was essentially a mystic who 
spurned the pretensions of formal religion in his quest for God and 
preached the basic unity of all religions and rejected social and caste 
distinctions. His mantle fell on his chosen disciple, Swami 
Vivekananda, who Бу his scholarship, oratory and wisdom made а 
tremendous impact in the United States in 1893. Тһе Ramakrishna 

Mission which now has branches all over the world 


was founded by 
the Swamiji іп 1897. Ас Belur, 


right on the bank of the Hooghly, is 
the headquarters of this Mission. It has a fine temple, а biscuit- 


brown structure which combines the architectural features of a Hindu 
temple, a church anda mosque. In the big assembly hall of this 
modern temple is а lifs-siz2 marble replica of saint Ramakrishna. 
His pious wife Sharada Devi and his famous disciple Vivekananda are 
also similarly honoured in separate shrines. 

Across the river Hooghly on the other side of north Calcutta is 
Dakshineswar, hallowed for its temple of Kali where saint Ramakrishna 
Was a priest for some time. The temple, a modern structure built in 
the typical Bengali style of architecture, is imposing. 


The Jain Temple 


The most glittering attraction in Calcutta, 
Jain temple situated in the north of the city. 
literally glitters with myriads of mirror pieces s 
that covers its arches, walls and towers, 
of statues of little mermaids, anonymous Grecian nudes, Macedonian 
soldiers, Spanish warriors, Arab anc Mughal noblemen and Chinese 
lamp-stands ornamented with dragons dot the fountain-studded 
garden within which the temple stands. A small marble pavilion 
facing the main shrine houses the statue of its Patron, Rai Buddree 
Das Bahadur Mookim, (a jeweller by appointment to the Viceroy) 
who built it in 1867.  Non-Hindus also can enter the temple after 
the customary casting off of shoes. What strikes you apart from its 
gorgeousness is the spotless cleanliness with Which the temple is 


maintained. There are three other smaller temples in its neighbour- 
hood built by other Jain devotees, 


as temples go, is the 
It is a structure that 
tuck in the plaster 
An interesting assortment 
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Botanical Gardens 

If Calcutta is crowded with pecple, it also has places where jaded 
minds can find restful and rewarding moments. One such is the 
Botanical Garden at Sibpur to west of Fort William on the other side of 
the Hooghly. In this 110.5-ћестаге (273-acre) area has been gathered 
a plant population of over 12,000 ever since the garden was 
established in 1787. Many researches on the flora cf India, Burma 
and Malaya have been carried out here. A sample cf useful work 
done by pioneers who spent their lifetime researching in this garden 
would command your admiration. For instance, the introduction of 
Plants like tea, cinchona and mahogany was due to the devoted 
labours of these men. Here was studied, also, the utilization of jute, 
flax, hemp, ramie, certain varieties cf tobacco, aloes, India rubber, 
tapioca and cardamom. 

Among the rich varieties of plant species here are the giant water 
lilies of the Amazon, nut-meg trees from Moluccas, oil palms from 
West Africa, the сагурһа elata—that strange palm which scars to 
24.4 m. (82 ft) to yield but one flower after 40 years—a whole 
avenue of giant trees whose roots resemble buttresses of reinforced 
concrete, screwpines with stilt-roots, and scores of varieties of 
indigenous and exotic palms, and rare varieties of cacti and 
succulents. 

But what most tourists, not particularly botany-minded, come 
here for is the huge banyan tree that stands 24.4 m. (80 ft.) high and 
covers a circumference of over 366 m. (1.200 ft.). The famous adage 
that nothing can grow under a banyan tree finds eloquent demons- 
tration here. The main trunk, eaten by fungus, was removed nearly 
40 years ago, but the tree stands, as healthy as ever, sprouting new 
roots to add to its existing thousand orso. The Central National 
Herbarium |ссасед іп the Botanical Gardens has collected, since its 
inception in 1793, over 2.5 million dried plants, all duly catalogued 
and described. The library contains, besides, a valuable collection of 
books, journals and old manuscripts cn botany, forestry, agriculture, 
entomology and geology. 


Serampore 


Serampore, opposite Barrackpere acress the river Hcoghly, is of 
interest to tcurists if only for its hallowed asscciations with Baptist 
missionzries who did much to prcmote education and Christian 
influence in Bengal. Actually, Зегатроге was а small Danish settle- 
ment in the l8th century and was called Fredericksnagore. The 
Old Danish Church with its graceful pointed steeple is still well 
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preserved though it became subsequently Anglican. А tablet in the 
premises records that in accordance with а treaty made with the 
King of Denmark, all Danish possessions in India including 
Fredericksnegore (named after Frederick УІ of Denmark) were 
transferred to the English East India Company in return for £125,000. 
The Serampore College, founded in 1818 and endowed with privileges 
by a Royal Charter of the Danish King, is picturesquely situated on 
the banks of the river. Its Great Hall contains portraits of the 
Royal benefactor and his Queen, of Dr. Marshman, the famous Baptist 
missionary, and of King Christian of Denmark and his Queen. The 
library has valuable and some very interestirg collections including 
Marshman's forty translations of the Bible, and several Sanskrit, 
Tibetan and Pali manuscripts. Among the most interesting possession 


ofthe library is а Persian manuscript on the lives of the Apostles 

prepared by Jerome Xavier fcr Em peror Jehargir (1605-1627). 

n About 2 miles (3.2 km.) frem Serampore is Mahesh, known for its 
ig temple ог Jagannath whcse car festival in July attracts large crowds. 


SANTINIKETAN 

Santiniketan, 165 km. (102-5 miles) north of Calcutta, is where 
modern India’s great poet, Rabindranath Tagore, transformed his 
dream into reality. His philosophical father, Debendranath, had 
loved this spot for its quietude and charm. Contemplating under 
a tree here, he had discovered the bliss of peace. So he acquired 
a few acres of land in 1863 and built his ‘Abode of Peace’ which is 
what Santiniketan means in Sanskrit. Rabindranath inherited this 


Udayana, 
residence of 
poet Tagore. 
Udayana 
means ‘from 
where the 
Sun rises’. 
This is the 
largest of a 
cluster of 
residential 
buildings 

| which consti- 
tute the area 
known as 
Uttarayana 
or the 
«northerly 
orbit of the 
Sun’. 


land and planted on this site an unique sapling—a small open-air 
school where, in the poet’s words, “the child is not robbed of his 
earth when he learns geography, or of his language when he learns 
grammar". He created a laboratory to try his revolutionary ideas 
on education which were founded on the belief that teaching and 
acquisition of knowledge is best when “the young mind is saturated 
with the idea that it has been born in a human world which is in , 
harmony with the world around it". The simple open-air school 
which he founded in 1901 at Santiniketan expanded into a college 
and the Viswa-Bharati University 20 years later. Classes were and 
continue to be held in the shade of trees. The motto of the 
University symbolizing its spirit of universality of knowledge means 
“where the world is опе”, 

Santiniketan does not have pretentious buildings. The founder 
thought them neither necessary nor good. There are a number of 
simple, elegantly designed buildings which house the different 
Bhavans or schools. Тһе Kala-Bhabana, for instance, is the School 
of Fine Arts; the Cheena-Bhabana, the School of Sino-Indian 
Studies ; the Siksha Bhabana, the College ; the Vidya-Bhabana, 
School of Post-Graduate Research ; the Sangit Bhabana, the School 
of Music and so on. 

About two kilometres (1-2 miles) away 
embodies the poet's ideas on co-operation a 
institute concerns itself wit! 


is Sriniketan which 
nd rural uplift, This 
h the problems of health, education, 
culture and social welfare. It has also a Silpa-Bhabana where 
handicrafts are taught, Pottery, leather-goods, textiles, and dolls 
are some of Sriniketan’s Products which by their originality of 
design and colour make good souvenirs. 

The tourist must visit “Vichitra”, which is both a museum and 
academy for the study of Tagore’s Werks. It has a fine collection 
of photographs illustrating the life of Tagore and important events 
in the history of the University. 

In the true spirit of its founder who loved the seasons and the 
flowers, Santiniketan celebrates several festivals. On August 7 it 
remembers its founder ; from December 22 to 25 and on January 
25 it celebrates the glory of Bengal's winter ; on March 21, the 
laughter of spring; and the Varsha Mangal, the life-giving monsoon, 
on a day fixed every year. These festivals are celebrated with 


songs, dances and plays and many people from the neighbourhood 
gather there to watch them. 


Dalhousie Square, Calcutta 


On the Ganga 


The Ramakrishng Math, Belur — 
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Тһе Durgapur Steel Plant 


« The Jain Temple, Calcutta 


DURGAPUR 


Durgapur, situated on the Damodar river about 171 km. (106 
miles) from Calcutta by rail, is one of India's five great 
steel-producing centres, Тһе main steel plant with its battery of 
ccke ovens, blast furnaces, converters and rolling mills went into 
Production in 1962. Besides the steel plant, Durgapur also has a 
coal washery, an alloy and special steel plant, a b'g thermal power 


The Durgapur barrage acrcss the Damodar is designed to supply 
water to a million acres of farm land. Ccke gas produced in 
Durgapur is conveyed to Calcutta through а 175-km, (109-mile) 
long grid. 

To the north-east of Durgapur, 213 km. (132 miles) from Calcutta 
lies Asansol which has an iron and Steel factory and a modern 
township. Clese to Asansol, on the same rail route, is Chittaranjan, 
Site of India's biggest locomotive factory, named after а great patriot 
from Bengal, Dest bandhu Chittaranjan Das (died 1925). The Chitta- 


ranjan factory produces both steam and electric locomotives, 


DARJEELING 


Bengal's star attraction is Darjeeling, that charmin, 
town which wears all the cliches, bestcwed by its admirers, with 
befitting вгасе. The title it bears as the ‘Queen cf Hill Stations’ 
is the gift of its countless lovers wko are just glad that there is a 
place like it in the world. No tourist has returned from Darjeeling 
disappointed, No One has ever sai 
again. 

This seductive holiday resort lies 663 km. (412 miles) north of 
Calcutta. A rail journey from Calcutta is tedious, but by air it is 
a 90-minute hcp to Bagdogra, a cool mountain base, Siliguri, eight 
kilometres (5 miles) away, is the starting point of your exciting 
journey by rail or road to Darjeeling. 

You can surely reach Darjeelirg quicker by taxi but by train at 
half the speed it is great fun. In all likelihcod you have not seen 
the like of this miniature, two-foot gauge train which has conveyed 
passengers and goods on this route since 1878, and continues to 
do so to the delight of everyone. Even to watch the train pass by 
is fun. Daring children will scamper up and down the runnirg 
train as it puffs its way up the hill at an average 15 km. (9.3 miles) 
an hour. All along its meandering, 90-km. (50-mile) route it runs 
close to the motor road and Crosses it frequently with none to warn 
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ofitsarrival except its shrill whistle. lt passes through bazaars 
past houses, shops and wayside restaurants as gossiping women and 
sleepy goats leave their rail-track perches and make room for the 
train. There аге no tunnels through which the train passes and 
it does not have a single wheel which is cogged. The locomotives, 
which perhaps any museum would buy for a price, are no different 
from their ancestors. What makes the train so adorable is its allergy 
to modernity. 

The uphill journey whether by road or by rail is itself a fitting 
introduction to the rich scenic fare that awaits you at Darjeeling. 
From Sukna, a wayside station, it is one continuous climb of 2,438 m. 
(8.000 ft.) to Ghoom, from where you proceed downhill to reach 
Darjeeling situated at an altitude of 2,134 metres (7,000 ft.) As 
you move up from the foothil's you see green verdure everywhere 
but the flora charges, the luxuriant, evergreen of the tropical woods 
yielding place to firs and pines and smiling tea gardens. Fast-moving 
mountain streams cascade intermittently and their murmur mingles 
softly with the drone of beetl2s which you can hear distinctly in 
the stillness of the woods. Now here, now there, sturdy rosy- 
cheeked porters will be lugging big baskets of coal, firewood or 
vegetables cushioned on their bent backs. 

Once in Darjeeling, you know you are in India's queen of hill 
stations. What makes it so regal-looking is not merely the rich 
scenic beauty with which it is endowed ; not even the spotless 
cleanliness of the streets or the colour of the painted housetops. 
Darjeeling owes its grandeur to the crown it wears, and that 
crown is Kanchenjunga —the snow-bound 8,585-т. (28,168-fc.) high 
mountain whose haunting beauty casts а spell on every thing that 
nestles in its shade. 1 

Kanchenjunga is the more easily pronounceable variation of its 
original name in Tibetan—Kangchen Dzonga. You would agree 
with the imaginative Tibetan who gave it this name, because пе 
wanted it to mean ‘the Five Treasuries of the Great Snows. 
Kanchenjunga is not a mere peak. It is а massif, an independent 
mountain. It has its own glaciers which rediate from its five summits. 
The only other mountain comparable to it in the Himalayan fanges 
is Godwin Austin, named K,. Тһе dazzling beauty of Kanchenjunga 
is not a!l that calm and serene that it locks. Thundering down 
its precipitous slopes are huge ice and rock avalanches and tremen- 
dous hurricanes sweep its heights and slopes. To the tourist. 
however, this cruel aspect need be of no concern. Ensconced in 
the warm chimney-corner of your hotel room sipping а cup of 
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The light train 
to Darjeeling 


morning tea, you have only to watch the snowy peaks of Kanchen- 
junga as they catch the golden rays of the rising sun, and you will 
be satisfied that all the efforts you made for a holiday here has found 
its reward. 

Darjeeling, in the Lamaist language, is Dorje-Ling which means 
the place of the thunderbolt—a terrifying name, you. will agree, for 
So serene and beautiful a town which offers most of the amenities of 
civilization. In spring (April to June) it is a veritable Paradise of 
colours with the showy splendour of the rhododendrons along the 
roads and the more subdued glory of its flower-carpeted parks 
with their gladioli, roses, tiger lilies, hydrangeas and a host of other 
blossoms. 

Darjeeling is an exotic world in miniature—so strange, so beauti- 
ful and yet so real. In its bazaars you will see à CrOSS-section of 
everything Himalayan and not the least intresting is the composition 
of its population. There are the Stocky, brave Gurkhas of eastern 
Nepal long settled here ; the Tibetan women with their colourful 
striped aprons, ornaments and brocade hats with fur ear-flaps ; the 
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Gurungs who are shepherds from Western Nepal tending goats and 


cattle; the fair-skinned Sikkimi Bhotias of Tibetan stock; the Lepchas 
from Sikkim reputed for their astonishing knowledge of wild animals, 
birds, plants and herbs (and their capacity, too, for casting spells) ; 
the Dukpas of Bhutan; and people from the plains who are there for 
trade or just inquisitive tourists. 

If Darjeeling has carved a niche for itself in the hearts o 
it is because it is a place where the lotus-eater and the explorer will 
feel equally at home. You can spend a whole week without leaving 
your hotel premises, watching the Kanchenjunga in the changing 
setting of the sky, the sun and the clouds. Or, you can venture out 
atalltimes of the day, exploring the wooded hills, visiting tea- 
estates, monasteries or parks, or picnicking at a waterfall. 

Darjeeling town itself offers many things to see. There is a small 
zoo whose chief attractions are the Siberian tigers presented by 
Mr. Khrushchev, a botanical garden, a race-course, a Natural History 
Museum and the Himalayan Mountaineering Institute. An evening 
on the Mall, a pony ride and a visit to the Observatory Hill are the 
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f tourists 


А Buddhist monastery in Darjee'ing 
minimum engagements of tourists who are in a hurry to 82. The 


Observatory Hill is 5 called because of the excellent view that 
Kanchenjunga presents from here. The summit of this hill is the site 


of the Mahakal Temple which is sacred both to the Hindus and to the 
Buddhists. 
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for the effort will be rich beyond words. From this point you сап 
see mighty peaks like Everest and Makalu, hidden in the obscurity of 
dawn light, slowly emerge into view as they catch the crimson rays 
of the rising sun. Soon, as the sun pierces the horizon, the entire 
range of snow-clad peaks is aglow in the splendour of mauve and 
orange as though a new cosmic creation is coming into being before 
your very eyes. The spectacle is unforgettable and one that Nature 
provides at very few places in the world.* 


Lloyd Botanic Garden 

The 85-year old Lloyd Botanic Garden, named after an old resident 
of Darjeeling who donated 16 hectares (40 acres) of land to establish 
it, has a representative collection of the flora of Sikkim Himalayas. 
On its charming terrace grow the alpine plants, arum-lilies, 
geraniums, free-flowering compositae, spectacular azaleas and rhodo- 
dendrons, tree ferns and various conifers. The garden, besides 
being a favourite retreat for lovers of plants, commands vistas across 
the lovely slopes and valleys. The Garden has а spacious Orchid 
House where more than 2,000 species of orchids are kept. 

The Birch Hill Park with its bridle paths, picnic areas and shady 
walks is a favourite with tourists. 

Within a short walking distance from Chaurastha, near the 
Observatory Hill, is the Natural History Museum which is well worth 
avisit. It has a rich collection of the Himalayan fauna. 

About three kilometres from Chaurastha is the Himalayan Moun- 
taineering Institute of which Sherpa Tenzing Norkay of Mt. Everest 
fame isthe Field Director. He, along with Edmund Hillary, was 
the first to reach the summit on May 29, 1953. The Institute trains 
mountain-climbers and has an interesting museum іп which аге 
displayed the equipment used by Tenzing and other Himalayan 
climbers. 

GHOOM 

g as your base you can go to a number of places 
ach is so different, so interesting. ІҒ you are 
reluctant to risk the boredom of a seven-hour journey to Darjeeling 
or Siliguri by the toy train, you might at least try it for a short 
distance of 15 km. (9 miles) from Darjeeling to Ghoom. It is an 
uphill run that takes you to а higher altitude of 2,438 m. (8,000 ft.). 
Atop this rock is a Tibetan monastery which enshrines an enormous 
gilded statue of seated Buddha. Inside the image are placed sixteen 
ourist: allowed to go UP the Tige 
he snowline is visible. 
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* Tourists are not 
the foot of the hill also t 


Тһе Bridge on the Tista 


A view of Kanchenjunga from Sandakphu, Darjeeling 


volumes of Buddhist literature which you will never see. Palin: 
leaf and paper manuscripts in Tibetan are stacked on racks in the 
dark interior of the sanctum where perennial oil lamps glimmer. 
Anyone can go inside after removing his shoes. Ghoom also com- 
mands a fine view of the mountains and the plains. 

Kalimpong, with its atmosphere, looks almost otherworldly. 
Barely 50 km. (31 miles) from Darjeeling you can do it in half a day. 
It is a trading centre for all the hills around and is well known 
for its fine handicrafts. This is the place to collect souvenirs 
from. 

About 32 km. (20 miles) from Darjeeling is Kurseong, a serene, 
quiet place and a favourite of hikers. 

One of the best picnic spots are the two Lakes at Senchal, at the 
foot of the Tiger Hill, about 10 km. (6.2 miles) from Darjeeling. 
The Darj2zling Municipality will issue a Pass on request if you wish 
to go there, the pass bzing necessary because the Lakes supply 
drinking water to the town. 


SANDAKPHU 


If there is an element of adventure coursin 


g through your veins 
nothing could b2 more excitin: 


g and rewarding than а trek to 

Sandakphu from Darjeeling, a distance of 58 kilometres (36 miles). 
It is a far better place than even Tiger Hill for a glorious view of the 
towering Himalayan peaks, 

Sandakphu is a green tableland on the spurs of the Singhaleela 
Range at a height of nearly 3,657 m. (12,000 ft.), the highest point in 
the Darjeeling district. If the season happens to be April-May there 
is nothing like it because the green plateau is spangled with flowers 
in vivid hues. There is perfect calm and quietude everywhere 
around with no human habitation except for stray shepherds who 
keep watch on their herds of. goats and sheep. 

The narrow, jeepable road that takes you from Darjeeling to 
Sandakphu passes through Ghoom, Sukhia-Pokhri, Man 
Toglu, and Gairibas. If you decide to do the tri 
partly by trekking, it will be even more interesti 
your jeep at Mane-Bhanjan, about || km. 
and take mules from this point even if onl 

warm clothing, food and bed-rolls which you would be needing until 
you get back to your Базе. (Тһе mules, however, have to be hired 
at Darjeeling itself.) Spring-time splendour will relieve you of much 
of your fatigue on the way. From Gairibas to Kalipokhri (3,200 m. or 
10,500 ft.) the character of the vegetation changes 


e-Bhanjan, 
P partly by jeep and 
ing. You can dismiss 
(7 miles) from Darjeeling 
Y to carry your stock of 


with groves of 
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cryptomaria giving way to texas. Rows of rhododendrons and 
magnolia with their glowing red and white flowers welcome you all 
along the hill path. You will find the purple glory of primula and 
wild yellow and red roses reigning supreme, delighting you with a 
feast of colour that surpasses all that you might have seen at lower 
altitudes. The only thing that will yet surpass the beauty of this 
spectacle is the wild, elemental grandeur of the snow-view from 
Sandakphu. 

You shall have to wait for this breath-taking spectacle, however, 
for the sun to rise and soak the snow-laden peaks in crimson and 
mauve, orange and gold. When you reach the destination after dusk 
you can stay at the D. 1. Fund Bungalow at Sandakphu where your 
accommodation can be booked by writing to the authorities fairly in 
advance. (The West Bengal Government Tourist Office at Darjeeling 
can help you.) From Sandakphu, the Kancheniunga and the Everest 
ranges are visible in all their glory against the background of an 
azure sky speckled with fleecy clouds that float lazily. Mount 
Everest, the tallest peak in the world (8,842 m. or 29,028 ft.) shyly 
peeps out from the northern horizon with the Lhotse (8,500 m. or 
27,890 ft.) on its right and Makalu on its left (8,482 m. or 27,824 ft.) 
dominating the foreground. 


DIGHA 


From the Himalayas to a sea-side resort is not a far cry in Bengal. 
This change of scenic setting for your holiday, besides being desir- 
able, is also within your easy reach. From Darjeeling to Bagdogra 
by car is a three-hour run, and from here to Calcutta is а 90-minute 
flight. From Calcutta to Digha is 240 km. (149 miles) by road. The 
Government has built a number of inexpensive rest houses for 
tourists at Digha overlocking the sea. 

Digha is still developing as a tourist resort and there are no night 
clubs and theatres to make your evenings lively. But Digha's strong 
point is its languid tranquillity. It has one of the finest beaches in 
India, which stretches along the capri blue waters of the Bay of 
Bengal. Humming casuarina trees girdle the landscape, and clusters 
of tiny fishermen's huts nestle in their shade. The beach, about eight 
kilometres (5 miles) long and over 300 m. wide, is both sandy and 
hard, and therefore ideal for motoring. 

|t is strange that so fine a beach as Digha's with such shallow 
waters suitable for bathing should have lain underdeveloped for so 
long. Its potential value as a tourist resort had been noticed by the 
English as early as the eighties of the 18th century. They knew this 


в 


place as Beercool, and іп one of his letters to his wife pieta 
Hastings admiringly refers to Digha as “the Brighton of the " E 
He mentions hunting, fishing and coursing as being available pi 
and in the neighbourhood. There is no doubt that the officers of the 
East India Company frequented this place on a holiday. Var 
Hastings had built a house here of which traces do not exist now. 
But a new township is developing with small hotels and restaurants 
a market place and a number of rest houses for tourists. 

Digha is ideal for swimming as its calm and shallow waters 
stretch for about a kilometre and a half into the sea. From the high 
sand dunes sunrise and sunset are enchanting. Digha has a pleasant 


climate during most parts of the year and particularly from October 
to March. 


MURSHIDABAD 

Before the English East India Company made Calcutta the centre 
of commerce and political power, Murshidabad (196 km. or 128 miles 
north of Calcutta) was the seat of the Nawabs of Bengal. Once a 
prosperous metropolis which Clive likened to London, Murshidabad 
retains none of its old regal looks today except for the ruins that lie 
strewn about. The old Palace of the Nawab is worth а visit. It 
contains an armoury. The surviving Moti Jhil (Pearl Lake) and the 
Khushbagh (Garden of Happiness) bear witness to a glory that is 


long gone. Today Murshidabad's reputation is still high for the fine 
silks it produces. 


GAUR AND PANDUA 


Bengal, too, has its share of ancient monuments despite its heavy 
monsoons, its soft, alluvial soil, its stormy history and not the least 
important its vandals who never had a qualm when it came to 
quarrying bricks from older buildings. Most of these monuments, 
however, are comparatively recent, dating back to the |5th century 
atthe earliest. Tourists with a passion for history and ancient 
architecture who desire to visit such places should also be sure that 
the spirit of adventure has not completely left them. This pre- 
caution is necessary because, places like Gaur, Pandua and Bishnupur 
which have some of the finest monuments of mediaeval Bengal do 
not provide special facilities for tourists. However, fairly decent 
accommodation can be had at the Government Inspection Bungalows 
if a request is made to the local authorities well in advance. 

The ruins of Gaur (known in ancient days as Lakshmanavati) are 
in the Malda District whose reputation for a special type of mangoes 
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Sea beach 
at Digha 


it produces has put everything else of Malda to the shade. lt . ae 
unlikely, however, that the Malda variety ie evolved to satisfy 
highly discerning and sophisticated royal palate. 

or was, e with, the capital of a Hindu kingdom. us 
ruling Hindu King, Lakshmana Sena, was ousted from power in e 
by the Sultan of Delhi who annexed Bengal to his kingdom. None: : 
the palaces or temples of the Hindu kings exist now. What do exis 4 
however, аге its Muslim monuments, built by the Sultans of БӨТЕН, 
long after they declared themselves independent of Delhi. Most o 
the monuments that have survived are 15th and léth century 
Mosques, tombs, fort walls and gateways all of which point to the 
glories of an era long forgotten by the people. . 

The more imposing of the monuments of Gaur are the Tantipara 
Masjid built in 1480. Its sad state of ruin today is due to an 
earthquake which occurred іп 1885. Then there are the double- 
storeyed East Gateway of the Fort (built by Hussain Shah in 1512), 
the 26-m, (84-ft.) high Firoz Minar (1490), the impressive Citadel of 
Gaur and the Great Golden Mosque which are all worth a visit. 


The mosque is believed to derive its name from the large amount of 
gold spent in its construction. 


Pandua is a deserted town, 
Gaur. It was a very populous 
century and its affluence was 
To the tourist, however, 


about 32 km. (20 miles) north of 
and prosperous city in the 14th 


(Muslim saint of the 14th century) 
are very impressive buildings. Perhaps the most handsome building 
in Pandua is the Eklakhi Mausoleum with its 4-m. (13-ft.) thick walls 
covered with exquisitely carved tiles. The ruined Adina Masjid 
built in 1359 (from materials teken frem the demclished city of 
Gaur), is a fine example cf Pathan architecture in this region, 


BISHNUPUR 


nd Pandua was a Superim- 
ПО trace exists here, But 
f Malda) has Preserved many 


with their mosques and tombs, the Bank 


Bishnupur (the headquarters of a s 


ub-division of the same name) 
was the seat of this culture, 


and this is how we find here the finest 
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The Eden Gardens, Calcutta 
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Terra-cotta works оп the walls of Sham Rai Temple, Bishnupur 


uilt in the typical Bengali style. It was at 
sic was born under the 
enturies. Jadu 
belonged to a 
was the 


group of brick temples b 
Bishnupur that the Dhrupad School of mu 
patronage of the Malla Rajas in the 16th and [7th c 
Bhatta, the music teacher of Rabindranath Tagore, 
distinguished family of Bishnupur musicians whose ancestor 
celebrated Srinibas Goswami, a disciple of saint Chaitanya. 
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At Bishnupur there are over a dozen Hindu temples, most of 
them dedicated to Krishna and Radha. The temples built mostly of 
brick and sometimes of laterite are real products of the soil because 
clay and laterite are the only building materials available here besides 
wood and bamboo, Their architecture, too,isa glorified replica of 
the Bengali hut built of bamboo and mud and roofed with thatch. 
Though temple architecture in Bengal never rose to classical heights 
as in Orissa, іс evolved a building style which embodies all that is 
refreshingly simple and emotionally sincere in Bengal's folk-art. 
Over the curved roof which resembles a thatched hut, they placed a 
tower which again was given a curved roof. The three entrance 
arches in the facade, resting on massive, dwarf pillars, is another 
characteristic of this architecture. No plaster was used for the walls 
but the bricks were enriched with terra-cotta (baked clay) reliefs of 
gods and goddesses on the entire surface. 
that of a massive building pulsatin, 
its surface. 


The resultant effect is 
g with animated sculpture all over 


Krishna's festival 


temple), the Jor Bangla and the Temple of Sham Rai with its five 
towers, 


city’s defences is a heavy 3.6-m. 


(12-ft.) long cannon which lies Within the precincts of the town. 
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PHYSICAL FEATURES 

Orissa lies on India's east coast, 
seaboard, washed perpetually by the Bay of Bengal. The State 
consists of an alluvial belt along its coast, and of rugged tracts 
dotted with jungle-clad blue hills of the Eastern Ghats, and 
broken by ravines and deep valleys. Orissa's jungles are rich in 
game. The valleys, with crags and peaks of wild beauty over- 
hanging them, spread out into fertile plains green with crops and 
watered by a thousand mountain Streams. The countryside consists 
of innumerable villages where Oriyas— the pecple of Orissa—live in 
close harmony with their Picturesque environment. 

Orissa is drained by three main rivers, the Mahanadi, Brahmani 
and the Baitarani, which flow in a South-easterly direction before 
they enter the sea. The coastal Plain is covered with mango, 
coconut and palm-groves and extensive rice fields. On its palm- 
fringed seashore and its vast expanse of backwaters—the Chilka 
Lake—Orissa has lovely resorts where you can spend a charming 
holiday. 

Orissa is rich in minerals, and these are 
exploited. Iron and manganese ores and limesto 


with 483 km. (300 miles) of 


being increasingly 
nes and coal are 
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worked in large quantities. Other minerals like chromite, graphite, 
fire-clay and kaolin are worked on a limited scale, 

Orissa, with its predominantly rural character, offers oppor- 
tunities for those seeking retreat from the din and bustle of 
urban life. 

Furthermore, in the simple settings 
discern more clearly than elsewhere in India the stirrings of a new 
life, the dawn of a new epoch. Here, near Sambalpur, is India's 
longest dam on the river Mahanadi ; and at Rourkela, about 201 km. 
(125 miles) away, one of the country's biggest steel towns in a region 
rich in minerals. These ‘new temples' symbolize the determination 
of India's people to achieve progress speedily. 


HISTORICAL BACKG ROUND 


Orissa (Kalinga) is mentioned in the ancient epics, but much 
of its early history is obscure. A non-Aryan race is believed to 
have settled here in the dim past. Then came the Aryans from the 
north. Out of the gradual blending of the two a new race and 
civilization came into being. At the dawn of its history, Orissa 
formed part of the powerful kingdom of Kalinga which stretched 
from the mouth of the sacred river Ganga to that of the Godavari. 

This kingdom was a challenge to the Mauryan empire which was 
founded by Chandragupta Maurya (grand-father of Ashoka the Great) 
who had defeated Seleucus Nicator, а successor to Alexander's 
conquests in India. In the eighth year (C. 263 B. C.) of his reign, 
Ashoka sent à powerful force to subdue Kalinga which offered 


of Orissa the visitor will 
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Stubborn resistance. The carnage that followed is described in 
some of the rock-engraved edicts of Ashoka. This tragic episode was 
Stricken with remorse, he 
conquer the hearts of men 


Ashoka. Buddhism, too, did not outlast t 


Maurya dynasty. |n the second centur 
Kharavela, Jainism Was restored as the fait 
the greatest king ever to г 
Conquest. In his time, the twin hills of 
6.4 km. (4 miles) to 
centres of the Jain faith, 
Out of the hills, and 

friezes. The Hathi- 


ubaneswar, became strong 
ved there in cells scooped 


t brilliant career of Khara- 
vela, a veil of obscuri 

however, that durin 
had many thriving 
Java, Sumatra, Bali and ot 


in distant lands, 
About the middle of the 


4th century A, D., Emperor Samudra- 
gupta left Magadha on his f: 


amous campaign in the South. He 
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invaded Orissa, which lay astride his path, and оуегсате the 
resistance offered by five of its kings. In 610 A. D., Orissa came under 
the sway of King Sasanka. Following Sasanka's death in 625 А. D., 
his rival, Harsha Vardhana, conquered Orissa where he tried to 
propagate the doctrine of Mahayana Buddhism. The well-known 
Chinese pilgrim and traveller, Нішеп Tsang, visited Orissa in 
638 A. D. 

About the middle of the 7th century A. D. the Somvamsi dynasty 
was established in Orissa. The first powerful ruler of the line, 
Mahabhavagupta Janamejaya (680-712 A. D.), extended his kingdom 
upto modern Cuttack. In 795 A. D., Mahasivagupta Yayati || came 
to the throne and with him began a brilliant epoch in the story of 
Orissa, the rule of the Kesari dynasty. He united Kalinga, Kangoda, 
Utkala and Kosala and revived the imperial tradition of Orissa under 
Kharavela. A great champion of Brahmanism, Yayati is said to have 
invited 10,000 learned Brahmins from Kanauj and settled them in 
Orissa. Heis believed to have built a temple to Lord Jagannath at Puris 

The Vaishnava kings of the Ganga dynasty were an illustrious 
line, the most notable among them being Anangabhima l|, Rajaraja и, 
Anangabhima Il, and Narasimha Deva |. The last named monarch is 
believed to have built the famous temple at Konarak in honour of 
Surya, the Sun-god. N 

From the later half of the 14th century Orissa was subject to 
repeated Muslim incursions. Mukunda Deva, the last Hindu ruler 
of Orissa, was overthrown by Kala Pahar in 1568. The Afghans 


held Orissa until 1592, when Akbar's Hindu general, Man Singh, 
annexed it to the Mughal Empire. With the decline of the Mughals 
Orissa was annexed by the Marathas who held it till the British 
took it in 1803. 

After Independence in 1947, the rulers of 26 Orissa States 
surrendered their authority and jurisdiction to the Government of 
India. The merger of the Orissa States was completed in 1949. 
With the political cohesion of the people of the State, the stage was 
set for their speedy economic progress. 

The rich mineral resources of the State are being increasingly 
utilized by its hard-working people, under successive Five Year Plans, 
to forge ahead speedily in many directions. 


CULTURE AND CRAFTS 


Oriyas, the people of Orissa, represent a blend of varied elements, 


for throughout its history the State has attracted people from all 
over India. 


Urban centres being few in Orissa, 
Ejus АА 


the life and arts of its people 
show a pronounced rural 
influence. MostOriyas live in 
Picturesque villages nestling 
among palm treesand mango 
groves. They decorate their 
cottages with lovely murals 
in white. Their motifs are 
derived from the life they 
see  around—sheaves of 
paddy, caparisoned ele- 
phants, sinewy tigers, and 
the magnificent temples 
Which dominate Orissa's 
landscape. Normally, the 
dhoti, an unstitched gar- 
ment, about 4.5 т. (5 yards) 
in length, and the chadar 
adorn their bodies. There 
is grace and rhythm іп 
everything they do,whether 
carrying loads, cultivating 
their fields or Putting their 
boats to sea. 


A spectacle in rural Orissa, which usually abides in the visitor's 
memory, is the Oriya farmer driving his cart along a palm-fringed 
road in the lovely lush green setting of the countryside. The cart 
is vastly different from its prototype in North India. In comparison, 
the wheels are large and slender, the bullocks diminutive. A 
semi-circular grass-mat roof provides shelter from the sun. On 
its under-carriage, which is made of bamboos strung or nailed 
together, the Oriya farmer artistically arranges his load. One would 
think that this fragile contraption would go to pieces any moment. 
However, it is a rare cart that one finds stranded on the road. 

The western part of northern Orissa has а large population of 
aborigines, the adivasis. The most important among the tribes are 
Bhuiyan, Munda, Oraon, Santal, Gond, Kandh, Ho, Juang, Paroja, 
Savara, Sudha, Binijhal and Bhumiji. The greatest concentration of 
these is found in the districts of Koraput, Mayurbhanj, Sundergarh 
and Ganjam. 

The economic life of the tribes of Orissa centres round pursuits 


ranging from hunting and food-gathering to shifting and settled 


cultivation. Most tribes, however, combine a number of occupations 


with a special emphasis on one. 
With economic development, many among the tribes have aban- 


doned their age-old economic pursuits and taken to more modern 
ways of making a living. For instance, they constitute the bulk of 
labour force in the dolomite and lime-stone quarries of Sundargarh 
district and in the steel plant ас Rourkela. 

Each tribe has a distinct language and culture of its own. The tribes" 
love of song and dance, their simple enjoyment of life, their roving 
habits, customs and institutions are fascinating subjects for study. 

The Oriyas have a feeling for beauty which has found expression 
in a rich heritage of arts and crafts. Essentially rural in inspiration, 
these are practised on a hereditary basis, the skill being handed down 
from father to son. Using local materials, Orissa's craftsmen turn out 
articles which combine utility with beauty. In Puri stone-carvers 
fashion miniature replicas of Orissa's great monuments from stone. 
From soap-stone are made images of Hindu gods and goddesses and 
figurines which resemble the great sculptures on the temples of 
Konarak and Bhubaneswar. 

The folk tradition in art finds representation in wooden toys and 
the images of Lord Jagannath, his brother Balabhadra and sister 
Subhadra. The toys, which only remotely conform to reality, are 
painted in bright colours. 

The naivete of toys also runs into the 
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pat paintings of Puri. 


held Orissa until 1592, when Akbar's Hindu general, Jg e 
annexed it to the Mughal Empire. With the decline of the = ок 
Orissa was annexed by the Marathas who held it till the Bri 
pe г 000 іп 1947, the rulers of 26 Orissa States 
surrendered their authority and jurisdiction to the лы 
India. The merger of the Orissa States was completed in 1949. 
With the political cohesion of the people of the State, the Stage was 
i economic progress. 

pe pa cee of the State are being increasingly 
utilized by its hard-working people, under successive Five Year Plans, 
to forge ahead speedily in many directions. 
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into the pat paintings of Puri. 


Using paper pulp, which is rolled into thick sheets, as the base, 
artists paint episodes from Hindu mythology in bright and vivid 
colours. Although there is little attention to perspective or sem- 
blance of reality, the paintings are remarkable for rhythm and 
composition. 

Cuttack specializes in delicate silver filigree work which delights 
the eye. Most of it takes the form of costume jewellery like pendants, 
chains, rings, Бгсосћез, hair-pins and bracelets. These articles have 
the delicacy of a spider's web. 

Orissa's sarees and curtains with distinctive designs are the vogue 
among the connoisseurs. |t is Sambalpur which specializes іп cotton 
weaving. Mayurbhanj, Ѕопериг and Berhampur have traditionally 
been known as the centres of silk and tussar weaving. Parlaki 
and Cuttack are known for horn and ivory work. 

The tourist may see and purchase the different handicrafts of 
Orissa at the Cottege Industries Emporia at Bhubaneswar, 
Cuttack. The articles offered here are of 
prices reasonable. 
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WILD LIFE AND SHIKAR 
Orissa abounds in wild 
shooting in India. 


Herds of elephants are found in the dense forests of the upper 
reaches of the river Mahanadi, but shooting of only prescribed 
rogues is allowed. Another Protected species is the wild buffalo. 
Only a few herds are seen in the north-western part of the State. 
Only one animal may be killed on a shooting permit. 

There are tigers in the jungle areas, and many of these are cattle- 
lifters. In Kalahandi district, man-eaters are reported from time to 
time. Тһе panther is plentiful and a few cheetahs (hunting leopards) 
still survive. 

Perhaps the finest 
Tikkarpara, on the Mahanadi river, and nearabout the mouths of 
the rivers Brahmani and Mahanadi. 

The Chilka lake is kn 


life and provides some of the finest 


calibre is necessary. A sho; 


following up wounded carnivora. 
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TRAVEL TIPS 

The best time to visit Orissa is the winter season, from November 
to March. The rainy season from June to September had better 
be avoided. 

Even if the days tend to be warm in winter, the evenings are 
cool and nights cold. The tourist should, therefore, equip himself 
with light woollens for use after dusk. Bedding is available in 
Western-style hotels, but if your programme includes halts at 
out-of-the-way places it is advisable to carry two blankets, sheets 
and a mosquito-net. 

English is understood and spoken by the intelligentsia, in Western- 
style hotels and by the staff of airlines and railway offices. Hindi is 
understood in the rural areas, and an enquiry will elicit a polite and 
ready response. 

Three principal rail routes serve the State. The Howrah-Madras 
line serves most of the important places of tourist interest which lie 
along the coast. The steel town of Rourkela and the Hirakud Dam 
Project on the Mahanadi river in the mineral-rich northern region of 
the State are served by the Howrah-Bombay line. The Vizianagram- 
Raipur route passes through the forest-clad region ofthe State. Air- 
conditioned accommodation is available on mail trains. 

Orissa has over 3,200 km. (2,000 miles) of metalled roads. The 
other roads are continuously being improved under successive Five 
Year Plans. To drive along the roads with lovely views and wild life 
in sylvan surroundings on either side is full of delights. Orissa is 
well served by a nationalized transport service. The buses, especially 
the de-luxe services, are comfortable and the fares reasonablc. 


PLACES OF INTEREST 
BHUBANESWAR 


Bhubaneswar, Orissa's new capital, is a convenient starting point 
for a tour of the State. It is connected with Calcutta and Madras by 


rail and air. An overnight train journey (437 km. or 272 miles) 
from Calcutta brings the visitor to Bhubaneswar early in the morning. 

Like Delhi, Bhubaneswar is made up of two cities, the old and 
the new. The latter looks every bit a planned town with broad 
residential sectors, a charming modern 
building to house the offices of the Orissa Government and the 


avenues, self-contained 


The Secretariat building, Bhubaneswar 


сызыла. 


Market which represents a successful attempt to achieve a synthesis of 
the new and the traditional forms in architecture. Located in the 
Market is the Tourist Bureau of the State Government which helps 
the tourist in arranging for accommodation, transport and guides. 

Old Bhubaneswar is one of India's oldest cities, and, at one time, 
it rivalled Varanasi (Banaras) in sanctity. Orissa’s master architects 
and sculptors have given to Bhubaneswar magnificent temples the 
beauty of which is hardly excelled anywhere in the country. Many 
thousands of these are said to have once girdled the sacred Lake 
Bindusagar and more than a hundred of these can be seen even 
today in various stages of preservation. 

Broadly speaking, Orissa’s temples have many common features. 
They are mostly of sandstone. The stones аге held together with 
iron clamps, the use of wood having been dispensed with. A typical 
temple consists of two essential structures, the deul and the jaga- 
mohan. The deul (tower) is the sanctum where the deity is enshrined. 
It is usually a square structure surmounted by a curvilinear tower. 
Facing the deul, and communicating with it, is the jagamohan 
(assembly hall), a square structure with a pyramidal roof. Occa- 
sionally, one or two more structures, such as the natmandir (dance 
hall) and the bhogmandir (hall of offerings), were added in front of 
the jagamohan. But these are, where they exist, later-day additions 
to the original structure. 

In order to appreciate the temple architecture of Orissa (8th to 
13th centuries A.D.), it is helpful to remember that Hindu temples 
Were not built for public congregation. Great gatherings took place 
and mass prayers were offered outside and around the temples; 
hence the spacious courts and tanks and walks. The essential part of 
the temple was only a dark, windowless shrine for the image, meant 
to be seen only in the flickering light of little saucer lamps, usually by 
one worshipper at a time. Not being monastic, the temples of 
Bhubaneswar needed nothing more complicated in their basic struc- 
tural plan. 


Lingaraja Temple 


The visitor who is in Orissa only for а brief stay may begin 
his sight-seeing with the great Lingaraja Temple which dominates the 
Old city with its elegant, soaring 39-m. (127-ft.) high tower. It 
represents the quintessence of Orissan Art, and has been acclaimed 
by critics as the finest Hindu temple. The shrine stands in the midst 
of many others within a spacious compound (158 m. x 142 m. or 
520 ft. х 465 ft). It comprises four distinct structures namely the 
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деш, jagamohan, natmandir and bhogmandir. Тһе деші is а hollow 
curvilinear tower composed ofa cluster of stone ribs, rising from a 
square ground plan. Towards the summit they curve inward into a 
cylindrical neck and this with eight immense lions supports a head- 
piece over which rests the pinnacle. The entrance tothe tower, where 
the deity is enshrined, lies through the jagamohan. The natmandir and 
bhogmandir are in alignment with the deul and the jagamohan. | 

This temple, like the other temples in Orissa, has a plain interior. 
However, every inch of the outer surface, particularly of the tower, 
is carved with the loveliest of patterns. Plant and animal life 
provides many of the motifs which embellish the walls. 

Human figures, especially the feminine form, are a recurrent 
decorative motif. The supple grace of these life-like stone figures, 
draped in the finest of silks and muslins and adorned with а variety of 
jewellery—all in stone—evokes in the beholder a feeling of great 
aesthetic pleasure which words can only inadequately express. 

The Lingaraja Temple being a live shrine, it is conventional for 
non-Hindus not to enter the temple precincts. They can have a view 
of the shrine from a platform near its north gateway. 

At the north-east corner of the Lingaraja Temple is a tank 
surrounded by small temples. About 823 m. (900 yards) to the 
east of the tank a group of temples nestles among mango trees. The 


most beautiful in the group are the Mukteswar, Kedareswar and 
Parasurameswar Temples. 


Mukteswar Temple 

The smallest of the group, the Mukteswar 
the loveliest, “а dream in sandstone’. 
temple are better executed than in mos: 
is full of action. Experts believe that t 
ture of Bhubaneswar into two broad groups, the early and the late, 

A distinctive feature of the temple is its magnificent torana (arch 
on two columns) of elaborate workmanship, facing the jagamohan. 


Temple is perhaps 
The floral decorations in this 
t other temples and the statuary 
his temple divides the architec- 


Kedareswar Temple 

Near a tank behind Mukteswar, 
Though the exact date of the temple is 
great Lingaraja Temple. The chlorite 
а lion is one of its chief attractions. 


is the Kedareswar Temple. 
unknown, it is older than the 
statue of Durga standing on 


Parasurameswar Temple 
The Parasurameswar Temple, 


about 183 m. (200 yds.) to the west 
of Mukteswar, 


is believed to be Bhubaneswar's oldest temple. The 
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of the Lingaraja Temple, Bhubaneswar 


The ‘deul’ 


At the Lingaraja Temple 


The Lingaraja Temple, with its high, — 


curvilinear tower, is а masterpiece of 
Orissan temple architecture, Its 
interior is left plain, but its outer surface 
is richly embellished with carvings. 


The Mukteswar Temple, Bhubaneswar 


dows enclosing lovely medallions. All 
re exceedingly well executed and largely 


Rajrani Temple 
To the east of Mukteswar, 

Rajrani Temple, ‘one of the gem 
(48 ft.) in height, its niches are fi 
executed with a vigour one wou 
the plastic quality that is associ 
East India. The feminine form i 
moods and attitudes. There are lovely slender. 
women in amorous dalliance, Sporting with tr 


Set amidst paddy fields, is the 
5 of Orissan art’, About 17.7 т. 
) high statues 
mbine with 


а variety of 
waisted, full-breasted 
ees, busy at make-up, 
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taking off their anklets, caressing their pets or playing on instruments. 
For facial expression and plasticity of movement they have few equals. 
The temple owes its name to the local yellowish sandstones (called 
rajrania). 

Vaital Temple 


Less than 0.8 km. (half a mile) to the north of the great Lingaraja 
Temple is the Vaital Temple, striking for its small size and the 
minuteness of its carvings. The reliefs and designs have all the 
minuteness and delicacy of work associated with jewellery. The deul 
attracts attention by its semi-cylindrical roof. 


The Rajrani Temple, Bhubaneswar 


The rock-hewn elephant crowning the Dhauli edict, 


Ashoka's Rock Edicts At Dhauli 
About 8 km, 


Bhubaneswar has 


heal the wounds which the war had inflicted оп the people of the 
region. This is evident from the omission at Dhauli of the edict which 
describes the holocaust that followed the invasion of Kalinga. Instead 
Dhauli has two special edicts. In one of these, Ashoka asks judicial 
officers to observe impartiality in the administration of justice. In the 
second, he enjoins the Governor of Tosali (Dhauli) and his officers to 
strive for the welfare of the people of Kalinga and the forest people 
whom he regarded as his own children. 

A carved elephant crowns the low rock which bears the edicts. 
Though lacking the polish so characteristic of Mauryan sculptures, the 
elephant is remarkable for its dynamism and plasticity. 


Sisupalgarh 

Where exactly was Tosali, the headquarters of the Governor who 
ruled Kalinga for Ashoka? In this context the excavations, about 5km. 
(3 miles) from Bhubaneswar are of interest. With cultivated fields 
around, the site is known as Sisupalgarh. Excavations here revealed 
that the site was in occupation from the 3rd century B.C. to the 4th 
century A.D. The city, roughly square in plan, was protected by a 
rampart with two elaborate gateways on each site. Evidently, it was 
an important place, possibly the headquarters of the administration of 
the viceroy of Ashoka, and later of the Chedi king, Kharavela. 


UDAYAGIRI AND KHANDAGIRI 


About 6.4 km. (4 miles) to the west of the new capital, are the 
twin Udayagiri and Khandagiri hills honey-combed with caves and with 
à green belt of jungles on three sides. Some of these are natural caves 
of great antiquity which the sculptors have merely decorated while 
others have been laboriously cut out of the rocks. 

The Udayagiri Hill is 34 m. (110 ft.) high, and its many caves are 
at different levels. The cave the visitor usually sees first is Swargapuri 
which has little by way of carving or inscription, but plant life is vividly 
sculptured, and the elephant at the end of the decorated panel is re- 
markable for its vigour. 


Rani Gumpha 


Rani Nahar (Queen's Palace’) is a two-storeyed structure credited 
to King Kharavela (2nd century В.С.). The upper verandah is adorned 
with a series of sculptured tableaux, perhaps portraying episodes from 
its founder’s life. 
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Jaya Vijaya and Vaikuntha are 


Udayagiri Caves 


school, but are no more than mere replicas. Тһе former has a Bodhi 
tree in its central hall. 


Hathi Gumpha 

In spite of the omission of the thirteenth edict from the Ashoka 
inscription at Dhauli, the rock itself remained a constant reminder of 
the defeat Orissa had suffered at the hands of the Mauryas. A defeat 
sustained is avenged only by a defeat inflicted, and, after the break-up 
of the Maurya empire, following the death of Ashoka, Orissa had its 
opportunity under Kharavela. His exploits are recorded in the Hathi 
Gumpha inscription. 
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Ganesh Gumpha 

Further up the hill to the north is Ganesh Gumpha. It is single- 
Storeyed, and has two cells with a verandah in front. Feminine figures 
abound in the carvings onthe pillars, and crouching elephants guard the 
steps. Тһе wall is ornamented with eight tableaux in alto-relievo. In 
the first tableau, a lady watches over herhusband who is sleeping under 
а tree. In the second, a suitor makes advances to the lady. Inthethird, 
the lady and her suitor fight with shields and swords. In the fourth, 
the lady is carried away in the suitor’s arms. Then follow scenes of Нее- 
ing on an elephant, pursuit, and finally of home-coming and dalliance. 

Jaya Vijaya and Vaikuntha are two other caves belonging to the same 
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From the inscription іп Hathi Gumpha we gather that Kharavela 
was crown prince at 24, and king soon after. In the very first year of 
his reign he set out on a career of conquest. Kharavela's campaigns 
were many, but they did not outnumber the other projects accom- 
plished by him for the welfare of his subjects. He improved the canals 
that had been dug three hundred years earlier, constructed tanks and 
reservoirs and laid out lovely gardens. The Hathi Gumpha inscription 
ends with the thirteenth year of Kharavela's reign, and nothing further 
is known of him or his successors. 

The 40-m (130-ft.) high Khandagiri Hill nearby is a living memorial 
to his work. That some of the caves here were originally excavated 
by the Buddhists can be doubted. In the centre of the back wall of 
Ajanta Cave, for instance, there is a Buddha figure in bas-relief. There 
are also scenes depicting the worship of the Bodhi tree. But all the 
other caves are clearly Jain in inspiration. On the summit of the hill 
is a plateau, and a temple dedicated to Parasnath, a Jain tirthankar 
(pontiff). 

The hill-top commands an excellent view of the new capital, 


KONARAK 

The Sun Temple of Konarak, on the Seashore, about 66 km. 
(41 miles) south-east of Bhubaneswar, is a stupendous creation in 
stone which is truly amazing in its proportions апа ornamentation. 
Had the early European visitors reached Konarak about the time 
they saw the Taj, observes Percy Brown, a noted authority on 
Indian art and architecture, they would have placed Konarak and not 
the Taj as one of the seven wonders of the world. 

For a visit to Konarak, the best Plan is to set out from Bhubane- 
swar immediately after breakfast. The keeper of the Dak Bungalow 
at Konarak will arrange for lunch, if informed well in advance, 
otherwise, the visitor should carry his lunch from Bhubaneswar. 
The 66-km. (41-mile) road journey from Bhubaneswar is as thrilling 
as the prospect of seeing the temple. For the first 19 km. (12 miles) 
to Pipli, the asphalted road is lined by lush green trees of mango 
and banyan. At Pipli the road bifurcates, one branch heading south 
to Puri, and the other leading to Копагак. The road to Konarak 
runs through a most picturesque Country dotted with green paddy 
fields, groves of coconut palm, bamboo and Plantains, as far as the 
eye can see, 

The temple, which lies in a vast walled 


: 1 compound, is daring 
in conception and grandiose in proportions. 


It was built by King 
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А finely carved wheel of the Sun Temple, Konarak 
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Narasimha Deva | who ruled Kalinga in the 13th century. Abul 
Fazl, the court historian of Akbar the Great Mughal, has stated that 
its cost was defrayed by 12 years' revenue of the province. 

This creation of the inspired artists of Orissa has survived only 
in parts but whatever remains is exceedingly beautiful. In fact, 
it represents the highest water-mark of Orissa's architectural and 
sculptural genius. 

The structure as a whole was conceived as the mythical chariot 
of the Sun-god borne on twenty-four wheels and drawn by seven 
horses. Every detail in the temple is subservient to that overriding 
idea, and no part, however exquisite in its own beauty, stands by 
itself. 

The deul (tower) containing the shrine of the presiding deity has 
crumbled, but a plausible reconstruction suggests that it was about 
69 m. (227 ft.) in height—the Qutb Minar in Delhi is 71m. (234 ft.). 
(The fallen statuary has been preserved in the museum within the 
compound.) The jagamohan (the hall of audience) has survived 
almost in its entirety. Іс is a square structure approached by 
flights of stairs from east, north and south. The pyramidal roof is 
divided into 3 tiers. The terraces between the tiers are decorated 
with powerful statues. On the two lower ones are huge figures 
of nymphs, drummers, cymbalists and musicians. On the third 
tier are mythological animals resembling lions which support on 
their shoulders the outer rim of the crowning piece of the structure. 
Each face of the jagamohan has a rectangular doorway lined with 
superbly carved giant slabs of chlorite. 

On the eastern doorway are the remains of seven caparisoned 
steeds straining in their harness to pull the chariot of the Sun-god 
borne on 12 pairs of exquisitely-carved wheels. They are remarkable 
for their mobility. Facing the jagamohan is the detached natmandir, 
square in plan and covered with carvings of musicians and dancers 
ina variety of poses. There are other subsidiary shrines within 
the enclosure. 

The beauty of the temple does not lie merely in its structural 
grandeur. It is the sculpture of Konarak that constitutes a landmark 
in the development of Indian art. The walls of the Sun Temple are 
covered with exuberant carvings covering every aspect of life. Every 
bit of the exterior is moulded and chiselled either in the form of 
geometrical patterns, conventional foliage, or mythical animals and 
figures. The technique ranges from patterns cut with the minute 
precision of a cameo to powerfully modelled groups of colossal size. 

The main theme of the sculpture is love. There are beautifully 


95 


shaped figures in close embrace, dancing or making music, In 
female figures, feminine charms are so well depicted that the 
Spectator is left in wonderment. On the roof stand some of the 
finest sculptures executed in India—female musicians of heroic 
proportions accompanying the Sun-god's chariot. These huge 
figures silhouetted against the sky look like heavenly creatures. 
Indeed, the Sun Temple of Konarak represents the fulfilment 
of medieval Indian architecture and sculpture. Even today, its 
beauty and grandeur attract visitors from all parts of the world. 
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The impetuous steed—a sculpture facing the Konarak Sun Temple 


At Konarak, as also at Bhubaneswar and Puri, the visitor will 
find a large number of carvings and sculptures with an obvious 
erotic import. Why do these find a place in temples of worship ? 
No clear and unanimous answer seems possible. To say that the 
theme occurs frequently in other temples, such as Khajuraho, is not 
to explain the relevance of these figures in a shrine of God. To 
say that these carvings are mostly on the outer walls of the temples 
and therefore designed to warn the devotee against the evils 
of carnal temptations is not wholly convincing. It is generally 
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believed, however, that these erotic figures depict a ritual of the 
Tantric cult according to which salvation can be attained only through 
experience, both sensual and spiritual. 


PURI 


Puri, the next halt in your itinerary, has two major attractions. 
With an equable climate and an excellent beach, it is a popular 
sea-side resort. Also, it is one of the holiest places in India, being 
the site of the famous temple of Jagannath (Lord of the World). 

The resort is 499 km. (310 miles) from Calcutta by rail and about 
&2 km. (39 miles) from Bhubaneswar. It is 85 km. (53 miles) from 
Konarak by road. The tourist returns 47 km. (29 miles) from Konarak 
to Pipli and then takes the 39-km. (24-mile) road from Pipli to Puri. 
This journey is most interesting. Оп either side of the road 
there are tropical vegetation all the way and ponds of 
many hues. 

Modern Puri has been built more or less along the beach which 
stretches from east to west. On the pine avenue along the beach are 
the Circuit House, the P.W.D. Dak Bungalow and the Forest Rest 
House. On the eastern section of the beach lies the South-Eastern 
Railway Hotel, well appointed, comfortable and moderate in charges. 
Lodgers can view the swirling waters of the Bay of Bengal from the 


hotel. Along the western section of the beach are many Indian-style 
hotels and lodges. 


lily in 


The sea is shallow for about a mile from the beach, but the surf 
breaks with a rare violence on theshore. From early morning the 
beach is thronged with people, who sport or bathe in the roaring but 
harmless waves; the uninitiated сап engage helpers for a nominal 
charge. Before you return to 


accosted by pedlars carrying a 
worked with lovely designs which can be used as paper-weights or 


ly uppers for ladies’ shoes 
and horn-work articles. The cost is nominal and it may be worth- 
while picking up a few souvenirs. 

An early morning visit to the beach is а most exhilara! 
perience, for the breeze from the sea is delightfully fresh 
and you will see the sun rise behind a veil of morning mist. At short 
intervals of space, all along the beach, you will see people gathered 
in groups around heaps of tiny, silvery fish. They are Orissa’s 
fishermen and women engaged in making a deal for their catch. 
Fishing is an important activity on the Puri beach, 


ting ex- 
and cool, 
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The beach at Puri 


Temple of Jagannath 

The temple of Lord Jagannath, an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, 
lies in the heart of the old city and dominates it for miles around. 
Even before it became a centre of Vishnu worship, Puri was a place 
of pilgrimage for the Buddhists, for the sacred Buddha tooth relic was, 
itis believed, consecrated here. The temple of Lord Jagannath was 
built, or perhaps re-built, eight centuries ago during the reign of 
Chodagangadeva. Later, saints and reformers, such as Ramananda, 
Chaitanya, Kabir and the poet Jayadeva made Vaishnavism, as repre- 
sented by the worship of Lord Jagannath, a faith beloved of a vast 
number of Indian people. Generations of people from all parts of 
the country, and without distinctions of caste or status, have since 
come to Puri to offer worship to Vishnu. ‘In the courts of Jagannath’ 
thousands of pilgrims every year join in the sacrament of eating the 
holy food, the sanctity of which overrides all barriers of caste. 

Built on a high ground, the sacred temple of Jagannath is enclosed 
by two walls, the outer one being 199 m. by 192 m. (652 ft. by 
630 ft). The walls are pierced by gates on four sides. Outside the 
Principal entrance or Шоп Gate is an exquisite 11-т. (35-ft.) high 
monolithic grey-stone pillar which stood for centuries before the Sun 
Temple at Konarak. 

Within the sacred enclosure are more than a hundred shrines 
dedicated to various deities of Hindu faith. Above them all stands 
the temple of Lord Jagannath, consisting of four inter-connected 
chambers. From west to east, these are the деші or the sanctum 
surmounted by a conical tower, jagamohan (assembly hall), natmandir 
(dance hall) and bhogmandir (hall of offerings). The last two are 
later-day additions, but the temple looks a perfect unity. The tower 
rises 59 m. (192 ft.) from its base, Оп top of the tower flutters the 
symbolic flag and wheel of Vishnu. 

The tower is lightly carved. It impresses with its proportions 
and height rather than with its carvings. Perhaps, it belongs to a 
period in Orissa's history when the architects sought to impress the 
beholder with mass rather than with ornamentation. 

Inside the sanctum are the images of Lord Jagannath, his brother 
Balabhadra, and his sister Subhadra, resting on a pedestal. The service 
of the Lord comprises a daily round of oblations and sumptuous 
ceremonials at specified periods throughout the year. A very large 
number of people serve the Lord. There are decorators of the idol, 
priests of the wardrobe, cooks, grooms and artisans of every sort. The 
immediate attendants on the deity are divided into 36 orders and 97 
classes. At their head is the Raja of Puri, a representative of the 
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ancient imperial house of Orissa, 
ofsweeper to Lord Jagannath а 
administration of the temple has now been placed under a mana, 
committee with the Raja of Puri as ex-officio chairman. 


who takes upon himself the office 
t the time of the car festival. The 


ging 


Car Festival 


There are about a dozen festivals which are observed in Puri at 
different times of the year. Of these, the most important is the Rath- 
yatra or the Car Festival. This commemorates the journey of Krishna 
from Gokul to Mathura and takes place in June or July each year. 
On the occasion of this festival, the images are brought out through 
the Lion Gate, at the auspicious moment, and placed on enormous 
wooden chariots. The largest of these is that of Jagannath. 
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Car festival at the Jagannath Temple, 


14 m. (45 ft.) high, II m. (35 ft) square with 16 wheels of 2.13 m. 
(7 ft.) diameter. The cars of Balabhadra and Subhadra are smaller. 
Thousands of pilgrims help drag the cars to the Gundicha Bari or the 
Garden House of the deity. The 1.6-Кт. (one-mile) journey along a 
very wide road takes at least 24 hours and may take even more. 
There is great enthusiasm among the pilgrims, for, it is believed, 
that anyone who touches the image of Lord Jagannath on this occasion 
is freed from the cycle of births. The images return to the temple 
after about eight days. 

There is an interesting legend connected with the installation of 
Lord Jagannath at Puri. King Indradyumna of Malva coveted a 
sapphire image of Vishnu which was at Puri. The proud king set out 
with a vast entourage to secure the image, but the object of his 
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Car festival at the Jagannath Temple, Puri 
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Car festival at the Jagannath Temple, Puri 


М m. (45 ft) high, II m. (85 ft) square with 16 wheels of 213 m. 
(7 ft.) diameter. The cars of Balabhadra and Subhadra are smaller. 
Thousands of pilgrims help drag the cars to the Gundicha Bari or the 
Garden House of the deity. Тһе 1.6-Кт. (one-mile) journey along a 
Very wide road takes at least 24 hours and may take even more. 
There is great enthusiasm among the pilgrims, for, it is believed, 
that anyone who touches the image of Lord Jagannath on this occas 
is freed from the cycle of births. The images return to the temple 
after about eight days. 
TL n is an interesting legend connected with the installatioi 
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desire disappeared. After he had undergone penance, the king heard 
а voice from the heavens that Lord Vishnu would appear not as a blue 
stone, but as a log of wood with certain markings on it. Such a log 
appeared floating on the sea and was brought to land and installed with 
great ceremony at a place identified as the Garden House of the deity. 
Carpenters, however, failed to shape the log into an image of the 
Lord. When they tried to do so, their chisels failed and they injured 
their hands. Then the Lord appeared as an old carpenter who 
offered to chisel the image provided no one saw him at work in а 
closed room for 21 days. The impatient king, however, broke into 
the room prematurely and found nothing but 3 unfinished images— 
Jagannath, his elder brother Balabhadra, and his sister Subhadra. 

The images, being of wood, have to be renewed. The renewal 
takes place only when certain astronomical conditions are fulfilled. 
The occasion is observed as an important festival which is known as 
Nau Kalebara. The wood selected for making new images must 
satisfy certain conditions. Also, a certain article is taken out of the 
old images and placed in the new ones. The priest who takes out 
the article is blind-folded and his hands carefully wrapped in cloth. 
He can thus neither see nor feel the sacred article. 

Non-Hindus may view the temple from the high terrace of the 
Raghunandan Library opposite the Lion Gate of the temple. 

The ancient art of stone-carving survives at Puri. In Pathariashah, 
along a narrow lane, live hereditary artisans who make miniature rep- 
licas of Orissa's beautiful temples and sculptures. Puri also specializes 
in pat painting and articles made from horn. Specimens of Puri's arts 
and handicrafts are available at the Cottage Industries Emporium. 


CHILKA LAKE 


In the extreme south of Puri district, and extending into the 
Ganjam district, is India's largest fresh water lake—Chilka. It is a 
pear-shaped shallow expanse of water framed by green hills to its 
and south and separated from the Bay of Bengal by a long bar of s 
ridges, while in the north it loses itself in endless shallows and isl 
appearing just above the surface of the water. The lake communi: 
with the sea through a narrow inlet in the middle of the sandy bar. 

Its size fluctuates with seasonal variations. In the rainy season the 
lake covers 1,165 sq. km. (450 sq. miles) in area. Once the rains have 
set in the rivers Daya and Bhargavi come Pouring down its northern 
extreme. The sea water is driven out and Chilka becomes a fresh 
water lake. In the dry weather, between November and March, the 
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sea has the upper hand and water becomes brackish. There is thus a 
perpetual battle between the rivers and the sea over the lovely lake. 

Hemmed in between thesea and the blue hills the lake is dotted 
with rocky islands. Many of the islands provide thatch for the peasants’ 
cottages. Water fowl of all kinds are abundant in every part of the 
lake. Trade is carried on in flat-bottomed boats with sails of bamboo 
matting. 

For a visit to Chilka, the visitor returns from Puri to Bhubaneswar. 
After rest, refreshment and taking provisions, he sets out for Chilka 
via Кћигда. The journey is extremely interesting with blue jungle- 
clad hills running along the road and neat peasant cottages with folk 
motifs in white and stalks of paddy shaped as pagodas on either side. 

Balugaon, a village on the lake, where essential provisions are 
available, is about 84 km. (52 miles) from Bhubaneswar by road and a 
little more by rail. The visitor may stay in the District Inspection 


The Chilka Lake 


Bungalow here ог better still at the Barkul P.W.D. Inspection Bungalow, 
about 6 km. (4 miles) from Balugaon. The Barkul Bungalow overlooks 
the lake and offers a quiet and charming holiday. 

If you are interested in shikar or duck shooting, Balugaon is a 
convenient place to halt. In the neighbourhood there are two good 
shooting blocks; the one more easily accessible is Dhuan Nali, 26 km. 
(16 miles) to the north-west by jeep. Over 14 km. 
Dhuan Nali is another block, Barbera Rajin. Forest Res 
accommodation at both the places. 

There is another railway station astride the lake, namely, Chilka. 
In the southern extreme of the lake is Rambha wh 
favourite resort of Europeans. 


(9 miles) west of 
t Houses provide 


ich was once a 


GOPALPUR-ON-SEA 


Gopalpur-on-Sea is a quiet, charming and gay resort on the Bay of 
Bengal, about 89 km. (55 miles) by road from Barkul. The rail-head 


The beach near Gopalpur-on-Sea 
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т оп the Howrah-Madras line. Taxis and 
16 km. (10 I em e from Berhampur to Gopalpur, a distance of about 
Сорана Bone з ‚ There is an excellent Western-style hotel at 
of lodges. pus a P.W.D. Inspection Bungalow and a number 

For e x ар ing is the chief attraction of the place. 
(ИВЕ Before ЕВ e e place, the tourist will do well to go to the beach 
NOMET Suc along the main street of the town. Most of the 
séeening-che own are up before dawn. The tourist will see them 
Peu ol street opposite their homes. This done, they bring rice- 
Ahe beser 3 ыы make beautiful patterns before their doorsteps. On 
folded a ы are groups of people who stand facing east with 
morir mi у eads bowed. Ав the first rays of the sun pierce the 
Shisyard 5; does greet the giver of life and light witha loud acclaim 
RR An ae е ап offering of flowers. Then they dip into the surging 
ЋЕ Gas е sea for their morning bath. People in Gopalpur usher 
North зі Dh their Aryan ancestors when they first entered 
,000 years ago. 


CUTTACK 


S He you return to Bhubanesw: 
ment: until recently the headquarters o 
Manu M at the head of the Mahanadi delta, The river 
arms skirt th ara] П km. (7 miles) ahead of Cuttack and its two 
road from m city on the north and south. The 29-km. (18-mile) 
entering C ubaneswar to Cuttack crosses the River Katjuri before 
Found uttack. 
been s at the beginning of the 13th century Cuttack has since 
capital, it capital of Orissa. Even though it has now ceased to be the 
irtigation continues to grow in importance as the hub of Orissas 
Gute ee power system and developing industries. 
in ER ie renowned for its exquisitely delicate filigree work 
andthe and silver. Filigree articles, fragile like a spider's web, 
St well-known Orissa curtains and sarees are available at the 
‘ate Emporium. 5 
Иа lath SAREE Barabati Fort, about 
и P ruins. It was а nine-storey 
andit kbar. But all that remains of it tod 
isa ARS that once surrounded the fort. 
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Тһе Hirakud Dam across the Mahanadi 
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HIRAKUD PROJECT 


From Orissa's past let us turn to its present, from the temples 
of old to the ‘new temples’ of today. The latter are іп no way 
less imposing, and they symbolize the people's aspirations and 
determination to carve out for themselves a better and more 
prosperous future. 

One of these ‘new temples’ is the Hirakud, 15 km. (9 miles) from 
Sambalpur, which is 282 km. (175 miles) from Cuttack by road and 
566 km. (352 miles) from Calcutta by rail. Sambalpur is picture- 
squely situated on the Mahanadi and is known as а centre of tussar 
and cotton textile weaving. 

The Hirakud Project has harnessed the river Mahanadi (‘the 
Great River’) to bring prosperity to the people of Orissa. The 
river rises in the Raipur district of Madhya Pradesh and drains an 
area of 1,32,089 sq. km. (51,000 sq. miles), twice the size of Ceylon. 
During its 853-km. (530-mile) journey, from the source to the sea, 
it receives several tributaries and accumulates silt. In the rainy 
Season, it used to overflow its banks in its lower reaches, causing 
widespread havoc in Orissa. The project has been designed to 
eliminate floods and to utilize the river water for purposes of 
irrigation and generation of electricity which Orissa needs so much 
for its fields and factories. Near Sambalpur the turbulent river flows 
between two ranges of hills. Here, a dam has been constructed to 
impound the river ina vast lake which covers 746 sq. km. (288 sq. 
miles) іп area and is said to be the largest artificial sheet of water 
in India. 

The dam, the longest of its kind in the world, has been built 
entirely by Indian skill. Stretching 4.8 km. (3 miles) across the 
river, itis a composite structure of concrete, masonry and earth 
and is flanked by 21 km. (13 miles) of earthen dykes. 

On either flank of the dam is а minar (tower) atop a hill. The 
Gandhi Minar has a revolving top which provides a panoramic view 
of the entire project area for many miles around. 

The dam has given а fillip to agriculture and industrial develop- 
ment in Orissa. Power from the project is already being used by the 
mineral-rich industrial area in the north. 

Hirakud and Burla, the two townships on the project site, are 
Connected by a motorable road with Sambalpur. The Rest Houses 
at Hirakud and Burla are well provided with modern amenities. For 
accommodation in the Rest Houses and transport from Sambalpur, 
the visitor may write to the project authorities. 
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ROURKELA 


Rourkela, in the extreme north of Orissa, is the site of one of 
India's biggest projects, the Hindustan Steel Plant. It is 201 km. 
(125 miles) north-east of Sambalpur by road which lies through а 
rugged and picturesque country inhabited largely by the adivasis, 
India's earliest inhabitants. Rourkela is 413 km. (257 miles) west 
of Calcutta on the Howrah-Nagpur line. 

Rourkela is surrounded by country rich in mineral resources. 
A large part of India's iron ore comes from here. Besides, it has 
large deposits of coal, manganese, mica, lime-stone and bauxite. 
With power now available from Hirakud, new mines and factories 
have begun to spring up in this region offering new opportunities to 
its people. The biggest of these is at Rourkela. 

A giant steel plant, anda brand new township have sprung up 
at Rourkela within a brief period. In building the two, intelligent 


The Rourkela Stee! Plant 


use has been made of the natural features of the site. Rourkela is 
watered by the Koel, Sankh and Brahmani rivers and has a number 
of low hills. While the rivers have been utilized to meet the water 
requirements of the project, the hills screen the plant from the 
township. Thearchitects have built the steel plant on one side 
of the hill and the township on the other. The result is that the 
township is completely free from the smoke, din and noise of the 
plant. In fact, those living here may well have the pleasant illusion 
of staying far away from an industrial centre. To connect the 
township with the steel plant there is an arterial road through a 
narrow pass between the hills. On entering the township through 
this pass the visitor is greeted by a lovely garden. The terraced 
garden on a hill-top with lawns and flower beds is another landmark 
in the township. 

The township is divided into self-contained sectors. Each house 
has an attached lawn and a shrubbery. At night, when the town is 
lit up, it looks most charming from a height. All roads to the 
residential sectors branch off from the main road. The sectors have 
green spaces separating them and the overall effect is one of 
cleanliness and spaciousness. 

The giant Hindustan Steel Plant, a product of Indo-German 
co-operation, covers more than 4.4 sq. km. (1.7 sq. miles) in area. 
A large proportion of the labour force in the works consists of 
adivasis. 

The Rourkela steel plant is one of the many new undertakings 
which are laying the foundations of Orissa's speedy industrial 
advancement. 

The steel project authorities have well-appointed guest houses, 
and for accommodation in these the visitor should contact the Public 
Relations Officer, Hindustan Steel Plant, Rourkela. 
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India's earliest inhabitants. Rourkela is 413 km. (257 miles) west 
of Calcutta on the Howrah-Nagpur line. 

Rourkela is surrounded by country rich in mineral resources. 
A large part of India's iron ore comes from here. Besides, it has 
large deposits of coal, manganese, mica, lime-stone and bauxite. 
With power now available from Hirakud, new mines and factories 
have begun to spring up in this region offering new opportunities to 
its people. The biggest of these is at Rourkela. 


A giant steel plant, anda brand new tow 


nship have sprung up 
at Rourkela within a brief period. 


In building the two, intelligent 


The Rourkela Stee! Plant 


use has been made of the natural features of the site. Rourkela is 
watered by the Koel, Sankh and Brahmani rivers and has a number 
of low hills. While the rivers have been utilized to meet the water 
requirements of the project, the hills screen the plant from the 
township. Тһе architects have built the steel plant on one side 
of the hill and the township on the other. The result is that the 
township is completely free from the smoke, din and noise of the 
plant. In fact, those living here may well have the pleasant illusion 
of staying far away from an industrial centre. To connect the 
township with the steel plant there is an arterial road through a 
narrow pass between the hills. On entering the township through 
this pass the visitor is greeted by a lovely garden. The terraced 
garden on a hill-top with lawns and flower beds is another landmark 
in the township. 

The township is divided into self-contained sectors. Each house 
has an attached lawn and a shrubbery. At night, when the town is 
lit up, it looks most charming from a height. All roads to the 
residential sectors branch off from the main road. The sectors have 
Breen spaces separating them and the overall effect is one of 
cleanliness and spaciousness. 

The giant Hindustan Steel Plant, a product of Indo-German 
co-operation, covers more than 4.4 sq. km. (І.7 sq. miles) in area. 
A large proportion of the labour force in the works consists of 
adivasis. 

The Rourkela steel plant is one of the many new undertakings 
Which are laying the foundations of Orissa's speedy industrial 
advancement. 

The steel project authorities have well-appointed guest houses, 
and for accommodation in these the visitor should contact the Public 
Relations Officer, Hindustan Steel Plant, Rourkela. 


APPENDICES 


WEST BENGAL 
CALCUTTA 


General Information 
Area: 424.6 sq. km. (164.03 sq. miles) 
Corporation агеа—101 sq. Кт. (39.07 sq. 


miles) 


Population: 5.5 million (Corporation area—2.9 million) 
Altitude: 6.4 m. (21 ft.) 
Climate: Winter: Мах. 26.6°С Min. 12.7°C ор 


Summer: Мах. 36.1°C Min. 23.8°C 
Season: October - March 
Rainfall: 160 cm. (63”) 


Type of clothing Light tropical and cotton in 
required: summer and light woollens in winter. 


Languages: Bengali, Hindi and English. 


Communications & Transport 


Distances By Air By Rail By Road 
Km. Miles Km. Miles Km. Miles 
Delhi 1,312 816 1,441 895 1,418 881 River crossing 
on the Sone. 
Varanasi 701 436 679 422 676 420 


(Long Route) 
Crossing over 
Brahmani and 
Mahanadi 

481 299 (Short Route) 
Crossing over 
Rupnarayan, 
Brahmani and 
Mahanadi. 


Darjeeling 449 279 663 412 724 450 Crossing over 
Ganga and 


(Bagdogra airport) 
Mahananda. 


Bhubaneswar 384 239 437 272 685 426 


Internal Transport: Taxis, buses, rickshaws & trams. 
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Accommodation 


Great Eastern Hotel, {Grand Hotel, 1Spences Hotel, 
+Russell Hotel, Minerva Hotel, ¢Lytton Hotel, {Majestic 
Hotel, {Мем Kenilworth, Carlton Hotel. 

Rates per day are in the range of Rs. 25.00 Е 
Rs. 65.00 for a single room and Rs. 35.00 to Rs. 200.00 for 2 person 
in a double room. These rates include board and lodging. 

1 Hotels on the classified list of the Department of Tourism. 


Information Centres 


Govt. of India Tourist Office, 13, Old Court 
House Street. 


Regional Tourist Bureau, Govt. of West Bengal, 
3/2. Dalhousie Square. 

British Information Service, |, Harrington Street. 
О. S. I. S., 7, Chowringhee Road. 

A. A. E. l., 13, Ballygunge Circular Road. 


Guide Service : Approved guides available from 


the Govt, Tourist Office. 

New Market, Park Street, College 

Street, and Chowringhee. 

: Not in force. However, Thursday 
is a dry day. 

SANTINIKETAN 


Shopping Centres : 


Prohibition 


General Information 


тыр Area : 2.6 sq. km. (1 sq. mile) 
М Population : 14,802 (approx.) 
Altitude : 32 m. (106 ft.) 
Climate : 


Summer : Мах. 46.7°С Min. 19.7°C 
Winter : Max, 28.3°C Min. 12.6°C 


Rainfall : 127 cm. (50°) (average) 

Type of clothing Light woollens in winter and light cotton in 
required: | summer, 

Languages : Bengali, English and Hindi. 


Communications & Transport 


Distance : By Rail By Road 
=a 159 km. (99 miles) 213 km. (132 miles) 
3258 (from Calcutta to Bolpur (from Calcutta) 
Station) 


Internal Transport : Cycle-rickshaws 
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Accommodation 

Hotels—nil 

Other Accommodation : 

Tata Guest House : Permission should be obtained 
from the P.R.O., Viswa-Bharati 
(exclusively for Professors, invitees, scholars) 

University Guest House : Apply to the P.R.O., Viswa-Bharati, 

Santiniketan. 


Railway Retiring Rooms. 


Information Centres 


(i) Public Relations Officer, Santiniketan. 
(ii) Registrar, Viswa-Bharati University, Santiniketan. 


Miscellaneous 

Shopping Centre : Sriniketan. 

Prohibition : In force in the University Campus. 

Note: University remains closed on Wednesdays and 
not Sundays. Visiting hours on all working days excepting Tuesdays 
(being half days) are in the afternoon. 


DURGAPUR 
General Information 
Area : 15.5 sq. km. (6 sq. miles) 
Population : 25,000 (Steel Township only) 
Altitude : 76 m. (250 ft.) 
Climate : Winter : 10°C (Min.) 


Summer : 46.1°C (Max.) 
Rainfall : 127 cm. (50^) (average) 
Type of clothing Light woollens in winter & light cotton in 
required: summer. 


Communications & Transport 7 
Distance : By Rail By Road | = 


171 km. (106 miles) 189 km. (117 miles) 


(from Calcutta) (from Calcutta) 
Internal Transport : Taxis, cycle-rickshaws and buses. 
Accom i EFE 
modation 


Hotels—nil 
Other Accommodation : : 
Dak Bungalow, DVC Circuit Barrage House, DVC Inspection 
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Bungalow, Chummery House, Durgapur Steel Town (for 
officers on duty). 


Information Centres 


Public Relations Officer, Durgapur Steel, Durgapur. 


Miscellaneous 
Shopping Centre : Steel Township. 
Prohibition : None. Thursday, however, is a dry day. 


DARJEELING 
General Information 


Area : 10.6 sq. km. (4.1 sq. miles) 
Population : 43,000 
Altitude: 2,134 m. (7,000 ft.) (average) 
Climate : Winter : Мах. 22.2°C Min. 16.6°С 
Summer: Max, 8.3°C Min. 1.1°С 
Rainfall : 332 cm. (131.5") average 
Best Season — April to May 
October to November. 


Light woollens and tropicals in summer and 
heavy woollens in winter. 


Nepali, Bengali, Tibetan, Hindi & English. 
Communications & Transport 
Distance from Calcutta 


Type of clothing 
required : 
Languages : 


By Air By Rail By Road 

449 km. 663 km. 724 km. 

(279 miles) (412 miles) (450 miles) 

(to Bagdogra airport) Crossing over Ganga 
К % Маћапапда 
Distance from Siliguri 

By Rail By Road 
80 km. 80 km. 

(50 miles) (50 miles) 


Internal Transport : 


Taxis, jeeps, landrovers, rickshaws, 
and ponies are available, 
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Accommodation 


Western style Hotels : Hotel Mount Everest, 1Windamere Hotel, 
Bellevue Hotel, Swiss Hotel, 
iCentral Hotel, New Elgin 
Hotel. Charges for hotels are 
іп the range of Rs. 18.00 to 
Rs. 40.00 for a single room and Rs. 32.00 
to Rs. 70.00 for two people іп а double- 
room. These rates include board and 
lodging. 

Indian style Hotels : Snow View Hotel, Everest Luxury Hotel, 
Lewis Jubilee Sanatorium, Hindu Board- 
ing Hotel, Indian Hotel, etc. 

Other accommodations: (i) Y. W. С. A. 

(ii) Circuit House (for Govt. officers on 
duty. Apply to the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Darjeeling). 

+Hotels on the classified list of the Department of Tourism. 


Information Centre 
Govt. of West Bengal Tourist Office, Ajit Mansion. 


Miscellaneous 


Shopping Centres : Market Square, Chowrastha, Laden La Road, 
Mount Pleasant Road, Chowk Bazar. 
Prohibition : Not in force. Thursday, however, is a dry day. 
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Bungalow, Chummery House, Durgapur Steel Town (for 
officers on duty). 


Information Centres 


Public Relations Officer, Durgapur Steel, Durgapur. 


Miscellaneous 


Shopping Centre : Steel Township. 
Prohibition : None. Thursday, however, is a dry day. 


DARJEELING 
General Information 


Area : 10.6 sq. km. (4.1 sq. miles) 
Population : 43,000 
Altitude: 2,134 m. (7,000 ft.) (average) 
Climate : Winter : Мах. 22.2°С Min. 16.6°C 
Summer: Max. 8.3°С Min, I. о 
Rainfall : 332 cm. (131.5”) average 
Best Season — April to May 

October to November. 
Light woollens and tropicals in summer and 
heavy woollens in winter, 
Nepali, Bengali, Tibetan, Hindi & English. 
Communications & Transport 
Distance from Calcutta 


Type of clothing 
required : 
Languages : 


By Air By Rail By Road 

449 km. 663 km. 724 km. 

(279 miles) (412 miles) (450 miles) 

(to Bagdogra airport) Crossing over Ganga 
( & Mahananda 
Distance from Siliguri 

By Rail By Road 
80 km. 80 km. 

(50 miles) (50 miles) 


Internal Transport : Taxis, 


jeeps, landrovers, rickshaws, 
and ponies are available. 
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Accommodation 

Western style Hotels : Hotel Mount Everest, 1Windamere Hotel, 
Bellevue Hotel, Swiss Hotel, 
+Central Hotel, New Elgin 
Hotel. Charges for hotels are [ee 
in the range of Rs. 18.00 to 
Rs. 40.00 for a single room and Rs. 32.00 
to Rs. 70.00 for two people ina double- 
room. These rates include board and 


lodging. 

Indian style Hotels : Snow View Hotel, Everest Luxury Hotel, 
Lewis Jubilee Sanatorium, Hindu Board- 
ing Hotel, Indian Hotel, etc. 

Other accommodations: (i) Y. W. C. А. 

(ii) Circuit House (for Govt. officers on 
duty. Apply to the Deputy · Com- 
missioner, Darjeeling). 

Hotels on the classified list of the Department of Tourism. 


Information Centre 
Govt. of West Bengal Tourist Office, Ajit Mansion. 


Miscellaneous 


Shopping Centres : Market Square, Chowrastha, Laden La Road, 
Mount Pleasant Road, Chowk Bazar. 
Prohibition : Not in force. Thursday, however, is a dry day. 
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ORISSA 


BHUBANESWAR 


General Information 


Area : 26 sq. Кт. (10 sq. mlies) 
Population : 38,211 

Altitude : 45 m. (146 ft.) 

Climate : Winter : 


Max. 26.7°C Min. 10.6°C 


Summer : Max. 43.3*C Min. 32.22С 
Rainfall : 152.4 cm. (60”) 
Best Season : October to March 
Type of clothing Winter : light woollens 
required : Summer : light tropical and cotton 
Languages : 


Oriya, Hindi and English 
Communications & Transport 
Distances : 


By Air By Rail 
km. miles km. miles 
Calcutta 385 240 437 272 
(Thrice-weekly air services) 
Madras 1,004 624 1,222 759 
Visakhapatnam (Waltair) 442 274 
Puri 


62 39 
Local Transport :—De luxe Cars and station wagons 


can be hired from the Tourist Information Bureau, 
Government of Orissa, Bhubaneswar. Rates: 62 P. 


per mile and Re. | per hour detention charges. Besides 


these, buses and cycle rickshaws are the only other means of 
transport. 


Accommodation 


Hotel — Nil 
EY | 
SaNi) 


Rest Houses etc, 


Rates 


Reservation Authority 
Single 
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Double 
State Guest House Rs. 20 Rs. 40 Тће Manager, State 
(Inclusive of all meals.) Guest House, 
Rs. 4 extra for air-con- or 
ditioned rooms. Tourist Information 


Office, Orissa Govern- 
ment, Bhubaneswar. 


Tourist Bungalow 
Class | 


Circuit House 


Tourist Bungalow 
Class || 


Inspection 
Bungalow 


Bhubaneswar Club 


Khandagiri Youth 
Нокај 

ailway Retiri 
Romi etiring 


Rs. 10 Rs. 15 
(Lodging only) 
Catering arrangements 

exist. 

Rs. 4.75 Rs. 8.50 
(Rent only) 

Summer : 

Rs. 2.75 for double room 

Rs. 2.25 for 4-bedded 

room. 

Winter : 


Rs. 2.37 for double room 
Rs. 1.87 for 4-bedded 


room. 


Rs. 3.75 


Rs. 15 Rs. 30 
(Inclusive of all meals.) 


Rs. 3 


Rs. 4 Rs. 6 


Information Centres 


Miscellaneous 


Guide Service : A list of approved guides is available 


Tourist 


wi T 
ith the State Tourist Information Bureau. 


fio Shopping : Gold and silver ware, textiles, buffalo- 
ri А Я 

" toys, soap-stone statuettes аге available in the 
There are two State Government 


bazaar, 
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Information 
Government of Orissa, Panth 
Niwas, New Capital, Bhubane- 
swar. Telephone No. 697. 


The Manager, Tourist 
Bungalow Class |, 
Bhubaneswar. 


Superintending 
Engineer, Central 
Circle, Bhubaneswar. 


Superintending 
Engineer, Central 
Circle, Bhubaneswar. 
Meant only for 
members or their 
guests and tourists 
sponsored by Tourist 
Information Bureau. 
Membership fee Ве. 1. 
Secretary, Youth Hostel 


Bureau, 


emporia 


іп the Market Building where Orissa handicraft and handloom 
products can be purchased at fixed prices. : 

Prohibition : There is total prohibition in Bhubaneswar. Liquor 
permits may be obtained from the Under Secretary, Government of 
Orissa, Revenue (Excise) Department, Bhubaneswar. 


KONARAK 
General Information 
Area : 1.29 sq. km. (154. mile) 
Altitude : Sea level 
r 4 Climate : Winter : Max. 26.7°C Min. 10.6°C 


Summer : Max. 40.6°C Min. 26.7°C 
Rainfall : 161.7 cm. (64.4”) 


Season : November to May 
Type of clothing 


required : Winter : Light woollens 
Summer : Light tropical and cotton 
Languages : Oriya, Hindi and English 


Communications & Transport 


Air Connections : Nil. Konarak, however, is linked 


73 by road to Bhubaneswar (66 km. or 41 miles) which is 
|: ”У/ connected with Calcutta by thrice- 


Operated by the Indian Airlines Со 
Rail Connections : 


weekly air services 
грогасіоп. 

Konarak is not connected by rail. The nearest 
Tailway stations are Bhubaneswar (66 km. or 41 miles) and Puri 


(85 km. or 53 miles). Konarak is connected with Bhubaneswar and 
Puri by regular bus services, 


Accommodation 
Rates Reservation Authority 
Hotels : Nil 
Rest Houses, etc, 
Tourist Bungalow Rs. 10—single Caretaker, Tourist 
Class | 


Rs. 15—double Bungalow Class |, 
(Catering arrange- Konarak 


ments exist) 
P. W. D. Inspection 


Bungalow Rs. 3.12 Superintending 
Engineer, Central 
Circle, Bhubaneswar 
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Information Centre 
The Information Officer of the Home(Public Relations) 
Department of State Government stationed at Konarak. 


Miscellaneous 

Prohibition : Total prohibition. Liquor permits may be obtained 
from the Excise Commissioner, Bhubaneswar, or District Magistrate, 
Puri. 


PURI 
General Information 
Area : 18.1 54. km. (7 sq. miles) 
Population : 60,931 
Altitude : Sea leve! 
Climate : Winter: Max. 26.7°C Min. 10.6°C 


Summer : Max. 40.6°C Min. 26.7°C 
Rainfall : 161.7 cm. (64.47) 
Best Season : October to March 
Type of clothing Winter : Light woollens 
required : Summar : Light tropical and cotton 


Languages : Oriya, Hindi and English 


Communications & Transport 

Air Connections : Nil. Puriis linked by rail and road 
with Bhubaneswar which is served by thrice-weekly air 
services from Calcutta. 


Distances By Rail 
km. miles 
Calcutta 499 310 
Bhubaneswar 62 39 
Visakhapatnam (Waltair) 466 290 
Hyderabad 1,179: 739 
Cuttack 90 56 
Accommodation 
Hotels Single Double 

Rs. P. Rs. P. 
South Eastern Railway Hotel 28.00 45.00 

Tele: 63 to to 
Gram ; “SURF” 40.00 70.00 
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Accommodation—Contd. 


Hotels Single Double 
Rs. P. Rs. P. 
Puri Hotel (Tele : 114) 7.50 15.00 
Bay View Hotel (Tele : 8) 7.50 15.00 
Victoria Club Hotel (Tele : 5) 7.50 15.00 
Sea View Hotel (Tele : 117) 7.50 15.00 
The Lodge 12.00 24.00 


The above rates are inclusive of all meals. 
Hotels on the classified list of the Department of Tourism. 


Rest Houses etc. Rates Reservation Authority 
Rs. P. 
Circuit House 3.75 


Collector, Puri 
Tourist Bungalow 


Class 11, Panth Niwas 2.00 Information Officer, 
(Catering arrangements Tourist Information 
exist) Office, Puri. 
P.W.D. Inspection 


Bungalow 3.75 Superintending Engineer, 


P.W.D. (Central Circle) 
Bhubaneswar. 

Chief Conservator of 
Forests, Cuttack. 


Forest Rest House 4.25 


South Eastern Railway 


Camping Coach. Station Master, Puri 


Information Centre 


Orissa Government Tourist Information Bureau 


Miscellaneous 
Guide Service : Local guides 


are available at the Government 
Tourist Information Bureau. 


Shopping : Orissa Art & Craft Emporium. 

Cottage Industries Emporium. 

Khadi and Village Cottage Industries Emporium. 
Orissa textiles, articles made of horn, soap-stone and 


stone figures and Pat Paintings in the bazaar (Bura 
Danda and around Jagannath Temple). 
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Prohibition : There is total prohibition in Puri. Liquor permits 
may be obtained from the District Magistrate, Puri. 


GOPALPUR - ON - SEA 


General Information 


Area : 2.6 sq. km. (І sq. mile) 
Population : 3,536 

Altitude : 3 m. (10 ft.) 

Climate : Winter: Мах. 29°C Min. 16.1°C 


Summer: Мах. 35.3°C Min. 22.7°C 
Best Season: October to May 
Rainfall : 118.7 cm. (46.7") 


Type of clothing Winter: Light woollens 
required : Summer : Cotton 
Languages : Hindi, Oriya, Telugu and English 


Communications and Transport 
Air Connections : Bhubaneswar, 185 km. (115 miles) 
by road, is the nearest airport. (ә) 


Rail Connections : Berhampur, 16 km. (10 miles) away, is the 
nearest rail-head. 

Local Transport: Bus services of the Orissa Road Transport 
Co., Ltd., ply between Gopalpur-on-Sea, Berhampur and 
Cuttack (via Bhubaneswar). Taxis without meters are 
available by prior arrangements at Gopalpur-on-Sea and 
Berhampur. Charges for one person from hotel to 
y station are Rs. 15, for two persons Rs. 20, for more than two 


railwa: 
persons Rs. 7.50 per head. 
Accommodation 
Hotels De-luxe 
Single Double Suite 
Rs. P. Rs. P. Rs. P. 
+Palm Beach 25.00 to 35.00 45.00 to 60.00 50.00 
Holiday Inn 12.00 22.00 
Waverly Lodge 10.00 T" 
Sea View Lodge 10.00 == 
Colben House 8.00 to 9.00 
Ocean House 16.00 30.00 


Hotels on the classified list of the Department of Tourism. 
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Accommodation—Contd. 


Rest Houses etc. Rates Reservation Authority 
Rs. 
P. W. D. Inspection 
Bungalow 4.50 Superintending Engineer, 
Western Circle, 


Berhampur, Dist. Ganjam 
District Board 


Dak Bungalow 2.37 Collector, Ganjam 


District, Chatrapur 
Miscellaneous 

Prohibition : There is prohibition at Gopalpur-on-Sea and liquor 
permits may be obtained from the District Magistrate, Ganjam. 


HIRAKUD 
General Information 
Area : 5.2 sq. km. (2 sq. miles) (Hirakud 
colony) 
7.8 sq. Кт. (3 sq. miles) (Burla 
colony) 
Population : 8,593 
Altitude : 155 m. (510 ft.) 
Climate : Summer : 


Max. 44.4*C Min. 25.8°С. 
Winter : Мах. 33°C Min. 11.7°С, 
Rainfall: 152.5 ст. (60”) 
Season : October to March 
Type of clothing Summer: Light cotton 
required : Winter : — Woollens 
Communications and Transport 


Air Connections : Nearest airport with regular flights is Rourkela 


214 km. (133 miles). There is also an air strip at Hirakud 
16 km. (I0 miles) from the Dam site. 
land has to be obtained from the 
Dam Project. 


Permission to 
Chief Engineer, Hirakud 


Rail Connections : Sambalpur, 566 km. (352 miles) from Calcutta 
(Howrah), is the nearest rail-head for Hirakud. From 
Sambalpur to Hirakud the distance is 15 km. (9 miles). 


Local Transport : There are regular bus Services from 


Sambalpur to 
Hirakud and Burla. Fare 65 Р. 
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Station wagons (Land Master) belonging to the Orissa State Motor 
Transport, Sambalpur (Tel. No. 18) are available for hire at the 
following rates :— 37 P. per 1.6 km. (mile) from garage to garage 
plus Re. 1.00 per hour detention charges. 

Jeeps and pick-ups of the Hirakud Dam Project are available by 
previous arrangements with the Chief Engineer, Hirakud Dam Project 
at the following rates : 

50 P. and 62 P. per 1.6 km. 
are another means of transport. 


(mile) respectively. Cycl e-rickshaws 


Accommodation 


Hotels : Nil 
Rest Houses: Ас Burla and Hirakud E | 
Rs. 2.50 per head = 
te П == 


Rent : 

Board : Rs. 6.50 per day 
Electricity charges extra : Re. 1.00 in summer and 75 P. in winter. 
There is one air-conditioned suite available at an extra charge 


of Rs. 5.00 
Chummeries : Ас Hirakud and Burla 
Rent : Rs. 2.50 per head 
No arrangements for board. Meals can be obtained 
from the Rest House. 
Hostels : Burla and Hirakud 
n authority etc. are the 


(Rent, rates, reservatio 
same as for Rest Houses) 
Rs. 25.00 per head per day (board & lodging) 


Ashok Niwas, Burla : 
tact the Information Officer, Hirakud Dam 


For all reservations con 
Project, Hirakud. 
Information Cen 

District Public 


Orissa, Sambalpur- 
Govt. of Orissa Information Officer, Hirakud Dam 


Project, Hirakud. 
Tourist Information 


Sambalpur. (Tel. 268)- 
Miscellaneous 
Guide Service : 


tres 


Relations Officer, Government of 


Bureau, Orissa Government, 


The Information Officer of the Dam 
Project takes visitors around. Мо 


charge is levied. 


Prohibition : Nil. 
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ROURKELA 


General Information 


Area : 83 sq. km. (32 sq. miles) 

Population : 90,287 

Climate : Winter: Мах. 32.7C Min. 7.1°С 
Summer : Мах. 44.8°C Min. 13.8°C 
Rainfall: 150 cm. (59”) 
Best season : October to March 


Type of clothing Winter : Light woollens 
required : Summer : Cotton 
Languages : Oriya, Hindi and English 


Communications & Transport 


Distances By Air By Rail 
km. miles. km. miles. 
Calcutta 378 235 413 257 
(thrice-weekly services) 
Nagpur 7M 442 718 446 
Jamshedpur (Tatanagar) ISI 94 163 101 


Local Transport : Taxis without meters are available. 


Charges are approximately Re. | рег 1.6 km. (mile). 


Buses and cycle-rickshaws are the other means of 
transport. . 
Accommodation 
Rates Reservation Authority 
Single Double 
Rs.P. Rs.P. 


Rourkela House, 


30.00 60.00 Public Relations Officer, 
(Air-conditioned) 


Hindustan Steel Ltd., 
Administrative 


Buildings, Rourkela-l 
Rourkela Hotel 30.00 51.00 


Hindustan Hotel, 5.00 
P. W. D. Inspection 

Bungalow, Tele : 720 
Circuit House, Tele: 65 5.00 


Executive Engineer, 
Sundargarh, 
Collector, Sundargarh 
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Information Centres 

Government of Orissa Tourist Information Office, in Sector 
4, Rourkela-2. Tele. 2114. 

Public Relations Officer, Rourkela Steel Project, Administrative 
Building, Rourkela-l. Tel. 2550, 3443. 

Asstt. District Public Relations Officer, Main Road, Rourkela-I. 


Miscellaneous 
Guide Service : Guides to conduct the visitors around 
the Steel Plant are available with the 
Public Relations Officer, Rourkela Steel 
Project. 
Prohibition : Мо prohibition in Rourkela. 
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FOR ALL TOURIST INFORMATION 


OVERSEAS 


1. 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
19, East 49th Street, _ 
New York 17; (М. Y.) U. S. A. 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
685, Market Street, 
San Francisco 5 (Calif) U. S.-A» 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
177-179, King Street at University, 
Toronto-| (Canada) 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
21, New Bond Street, 
London, W. 1., U. K. 


Office National Indien de Tourisme, 
8, Boulevard de la Madeleine, 
Paris (9), France 


Indisches Verkehrsburo, 
Baseler Strasse 46, First Floor, 
Baseler Hochhaus, 
Frankfurt/Main, West Germany 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
Leonard House, 


46, Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne, C. l., Australia 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
No. І, Ginza, 7 Chome, 

Chuo-ku, 

Tokyo, Japan 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
Palmer House, Room Nos. 684-685, 
Chicago, U.S.A. 
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PLEASE CONTACT: 


Telephone 


MUrray Hill 8-2245 


EXbrook 7-0066 


EMpire 2-3188 


HYDEPARK 0769 


OPEra 00-84 


ANJou 83-86 


332380 and 332396 


MF 8057 


MF 8491 


IN INDIA 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
123, Queen's Road, 
Churchgate, Bombay 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
13, Old Court House Street, Calcutta 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
88, Janpath, 
New Delhi 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
35, Mount Road, 
Madras 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
191, The Mall, 

Agra 

Government of India Tourist Office, 
Krishna Vilas, Station Road, 
Aurangabad 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
15-В, The Mall, 
Varanasi (Banaras Cantt.) 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
Willingdon Island, 
Cochin 


Government of India Tourist Office, 
Rajasthan State Hotel, 
Jaipur 
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Telephone 


24-2144 and 24-2145 


23-5721 and 23-2819 


47057-8-9 


86999 


2377 


4189 


WDI/6045 


2200 
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M PUBLICATIONS DIVISION 
- iSTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADUASTING 


